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the iſſue to him, to ho] nivthirig is hard, And that I may (if it be 
poſſible) pluck up Covetouſneſſeę by the roots; I will (2s near as I can) 
imitate our Anatomifts, who in deſeting of a Corpſe , paſſe not by the 
leaſt wein, or artery, without a diſcovery , and paraphraſe upon the 
ſane. And ſo, thr the profit (as I hope) hall recompenc che pro- 
Iiaiey. 

True, he is ſuch a deep, thar one may better tell the halres of his head, 
chen the wickedacſſe of his heart. And wherezs Many ſinners / ohich in my 
former Characters I have pointed out,) beve 4 icgealy; this wrench 
ſurpaſſeth them all. Yea the ſprings and wards oH deccicful heart, ate 
ſo divers and intricate; that ir would be an impoſſible enterpriſe to de- 
cipher them all. Nevertheleſſe, I will (God aſſiſting me) acquaint you 
with ſuch words, actions, and cunning devices of his, as are moſt worth 

my diſcovery, and the Yarlds notice e that being known and ſtigmatized, 
you may the better beware of him. 

The covetous Cormorant, Miſerly Muchworm, Greedy Griper,or CunningPoli- 
titian; is one that affects no life or quality for it ſelf, but for gain; all his 
oma at riches, His, Sammum bonum is commodity : and gold is the 

he adores in every thing. Nor cares he how he gets, but what he 
gets. For he not only bettets his eſtare,by making himſelf worſe;and impo- 
veriſheth his ſoul, to inrich his body: Bur to purchaſe a great eſtate, he 
will ſell both ſoul, and body, Nor could he otherwiſe call his wealch his 
own : it he did not thus buy or purchaſe it with himſelf. Like Silveſter 
the ſecond, who to ger the Popedome, gave him ſelt to the devil. 

If he be a Trades-man, he takes one and the ſame cath ; to be the Ci- 
ties Freeman, and moneyes bondſlave. He ſhurs the fear of God out of 
his heart, the ſame day he begins the world: And marries his Wite,and 
the World at once: to ſave the Charge of a double Wedding, He bids 
a good conſcience _farewel for thirty years : charging it to meet him 
again, when he is Adem. For his hopes, and deſires ate as great; as 
his deſerts are mean. 

Nor is he any niggetd ef his labour, or negleRer of time and oppor- 
runity, Its ever Term with him; his buſineſſe admits of no vacation, 
no holiday ; ſcarſc of nights, or meal times. For he is ſo eager cn his 
worldly wb V chat hb ſeldom feeles hiniſelf either ſiecpy, or hun- 
gry : nor will they once give him leave, to think of his conſcience. He 
takes paynes, and parboyles himſelf in ſweat unreaſonably : and becauſe 
all ſerydnrs (as he thinks). are Theeves : i much grieves him, he hath 
not an hundreth hands wich B/iarius; and as many Eyes with 4 us: 
for he could and would ittiploy cham all. Nor is there any end, or 

: limĩt to be found in Covetouſneſſe. Balaam was fo inflamed wich the hope 
of Ba/achs gold : that he rhoughs his Af? never went half faſt enough 


tit: Nymb. 22. whence it is, that ſuch ah 6ne plors, ſtudies, conrrives, 
breaks his peace, hisNeep, his brains to his defies, Neuhet 
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his eares, his neck, his ſoul ; he dates not deny his ſlave, his dog, his devil 
evarice, Wind, iyde, nor time; but ic ſhall bring him in profit, Yea 
he will grow wealthy by Plague, Famine, or War, (like thoſe fowles that fat- 
ten with froſty weather.) And as for theſe Civil wars: we know to our coſt, 
that many of chem ate (wollen in their eſtates, and minds: from a toade, 
to an Ox, a3 in the Fable. What are bis ſeycral wayes to effect the ſame; 
in ſuch times: I dare not tell ye; for fear of teaching them: and m 
aym is to profit your ſoules, not to increaſe your eſtates. Neither will 
this Diſcourſe permit me, to be prolix. Only this, for matter of conſci- 
ence, he is like Dorio the Bawde in Terence: that was not aſhamed of the 
baſeſt actions, that brought her in benefit. Or Caligula: who could 
— no difference, between gold got by oppreſſion z and that which was 

neſtly come by, And indecd : how ſhould not that Eye be blind: 
which the Devil hach dawbed up, with the dirt of this word. The gift 
Mindeth the eyes of the wiſe, ſaith God; and perverteth the words of the juſt 
Exod.13.8, Deut, 16.19. 


CHaPp, 2. . 

Need not tell you of his procuring Meuopolies, to rob the Common 

wealth: a wicked way to inrich one man, by beggering, or defrauding 
8 multicude, Nor how. politick he is, to ingroſſe a Commodity in the 
plenty, and neglect of it: that he may iatich himſclt when a time of dearth 
ſhall come. Nor of his hoording up Corn in a dear year: which is 10 
make a private gain, of Gods Zudgments, and to ſtarve the Poor, For he 
does what he can to ſtarve them, He curſes the Hollanders, for ſupply* 
ing us in times of ſcarcity : wiſhes that Danſke were as far as the Mo- 
lockoes, And had rather have the frame of che World fall, then the price 
of his Corn. And the like in whatſoever this Cormorant deales ; For he 
will be ſure co make the moſt of it. And not only in the ptice hut other- 
wiſe. For, (or the emptying of other mens purſes, and filling of his on: 
he buyes by one ballance, and ſells by another. hath falſe weights, falſe 
meaſures, falſe wares, falſe lights, a falſe finger, a falſe tongue, a falſe heat, 
c. Nor can you well make any bargain with him, without being over- 
reached by him. As a bargain may ſomerimes be as wnmercifull , as 4 
robbery : and baſty felling (which many poor men are oft put unto,) 
is commonly more diſad vantagious, then intereft, 

Let him be put in truſt ; as Foſeph was by Potiphar : who tammitted all 
be bad to him, Gen. 39.6. to 10. he is ſo far from dealing faithfully a+ he 
did: Or thoſe mentioned, 2 Kings 22. whom Joſiah ſound ſo boneſt 
that be would take no rechoning of them, verſe 4. to 8, That he falls ſhore 
of the wnjufs leward , Luke 16. who cheared his Maſter, bur of fifty, in an 
hundred. ver ſ. 6. For whatſoever he catcheth in his clawes, he will 
fare co hold: like the Fiſh Polipus, Or 4 drowning man; that holds 
he can take hold on. And not onely ſo, but he will laugh in his f{-eve, 
eſteem ic a good jeſt ; to ſee how his ſubtilty, hath couſened your 

icky in earneſt. But he is a fen, in thus playing the kuave : for 
| chat Intle ot, ad 
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long. whereas nothing but mere neceflicy, will bring a man into a Trap; 
wherein he hath once been taken. Nor make him joyn with a known 
theef, in his own robbing, I have known ſome, that by wronging , and 
couſening a Cuſtomer of a few ſhillings : have hindered chemfclves the 
taking, ot halt ſo many rhouſand pounds, And others that by their ho- 
neſt , and ſquaredealing : have gained ſuch credit; that the mere re- 

rt thereof, hath procured them cuſtomars from all parts of the Land. 
And certainly 4 wiſe man would be honeſt ; if it were but for his own 
ends. But God hath juſtly ordained, that he who will be à tnave in one 
thing: ſhould be a ſoo! in another. But to go on, 

Suppoſe he ſhall be brought upon his Oath, when his couſening can- 
not be proved: as in Mael, when any thing was delivered to a Neighbour in 
truſt ; and he refuſed to reſtore the ſame ; pretending it was ſtolne, Exod. 22, 
7,8,10,11, he will abſolutely forſwear himſelf; rather then acknowled g 
I, or make ſatisfaction. And the like is his dealing with Orphancs; if any 
ſhall be ſo ſimple, or unhappy ; as co put him in truſt with their eſlates 3 
and leave the care of their children ro him: (though the greateſt obliga- 
tion to a good mind, is anothers truſt : which rodiſappoint, is march- 
leſſe peridiouſnefſe,) he will diſcharge his truſt with a witnefſe. Much 
like that Taylor: who like a Knave as he was ſhrunk a Freeze Gown, 
to three dozen of Buttons. For he hath a Conſcience like a Barn Door: 
and can diſgeſt gold, and filver, as the Oſtridge doth Iron. Yea ſo vaſt is 
the gorge of his Conſcience : that he can ſwallow the greateft crimes, 
and find no ſtrain in the paſſage. Yea he can carry them as lightly away, 
as Sampſon did the Gates of the City ; and his back never complain of the 
burthen, Nor can you expect he ſhould be faithful to men: that is ſo 
unfaithful to God. 

If he be a great dealer, and growes not rich that way: he will effect 
it another way. he will Rudy tricks to uphold the credit of his wealth: 
and till che ncarer he comes to poverty; the more ſhew he will make of 
ſufficiency, untill he hath got twenty mens eſtates, perhaps ten thouſand 
pounds into his hands; And then in knavery he breaks, and gers more by 
this one trick, then if he had thrived never ſo well in his calling. For 
he will, if it be poſſible, ſo conceal his eſtate ; that his Creditors (hall be 
glad of two ſhillings, or ten groats in the pound. 

CHAP. 3. 

O if be likes not ſuch a courſe, leſt ir ſhould keep him from ever ri- 

ſing higher: He will venture all he hath, and whar more he can 

procure ; to purchaſe ſome offices As well knowing this the ſpeedieſt 
way to wealth. And indeed how many by getting Office, upon Office; 
Or ſtepping from one degree of greatneſſe, to another: have rolled them- 
elves up like a ſnom ball; from baſe beggery, to infinire wealth. Toge- 
ther with right worſhipful, and right Honourable Titles; by unjuſtly 
ſciving themſelves, inte honours and offices. And Offices were uſually 
ccnferred, upon the worſt men: becauſe the worſt are forwardeſt to ſue 
for them. As in Fethams Parable ; The Olives, Vines, and Figtrees refus 
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fed the honour of governing; but the Bramble, will carch hold of the 
ſleeve for preferment, Fuag · 9. 13. They that be worthy muſt be ſued to: 
as thinking it bettet to be worthy of honour, then to have honour : and 
refolving they will ſo be honourable, as they may ſtill be honeſt, Where- 
as the unworthy, ſtudy more to be advanced, and grow rich; then to be 
worthy of that advancement, or wealth; by doing good in their places. 
Whence they are as induſtrious in climing; as Briarius: who even clam- 
bered to reach at the Heatens : and ſpeed thereafrer. Haman was al- 
wayes aſpiring, and liſting up his head: till it was lifted up fiſty cubits 
higher, then he would have had ir, Eſter 7. And Saul you know in ſeching 
: Aſſes; found a Kingdome ; Bur Abſalom in ſeeking a Kingdom, ſound a Gal- 
ſowes: And indced how many have we known, like the Frog in <X/op > 
who thinking to ſwell till he was as big as an Ox; burſt before he came 
half way to it. Or if not ſo; they have reſembled (aninus, who. was 
Conſul of Rome but ſeven hours. Or the ſtanes on the top of a Pinnacles 
which ate the laſt erected, and the firſt that fall. 

Secondly ; the worſt men get the beſt places, and offices; becauſe they 
are better verſt in the way that leads thereto: And have liberty to ule 
ſuch means; (viz. flattery, bribery and bleod(bed : the uſual ſtayets of the 
coverous, and ambitious,) as the deſcrving dare nar. Of the firſt, 4b/a» 
lem may ſerve for an example, 2 Sam.15.5,6. Of the ſecond, that (bief 
Captain, Acts 22.28. Of the third, Hazel, 2 King. 8. 15. 

Offices ſhould be given freely, ro the moſt fic and deſerving; ( As the 
Stern is committed to him, that is moſt expert, and skilful in Nevigation,) 
that is, to wen of courage, fearing God, dealing truly, and hating Covetouſ- 
neſſe, Exod.18.2 1, who will neither grow Karst by baging offices ; nor rich 
by ſelling them: Neither grow rich by others bribes, nor honourable by 
their own. Nor can an honeſt man, buy ſuch bargains : For how can 
he ſell cheap, that buyes dear 7 Only a Simon Magus; who makes prefers 
ment his gad, and Mammon his Mediatour, can afford to buy an Apoſiie» 
fhip : that he way ſell the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo ger money by him, And 
Offices have uſually been ſold , ro ſuch as would give moſt for them : 
whereby all gainfull places throughout the Land; were fold to ſuch, as 
made prey of the people, And from hence ſprings all our miſeries : For 
whereas that (onmon Wealth is moſt happy, and beſt governed; in which 
wicked men may bear no ſway, nor have any authority; as Pittacus ob- 
ſerves, So on the contrary, that common wealth is moſt unhappy; and 
worſt governed; in which wicked men do bear all the ſway, and have the 


chief authority. 
2 . up inſtances from the Ford, Hiſtories , and Experience of 
all Ages of ſuch, as have attained great places; by means of cruelty, and 
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ity 
intruſion. And therein make manifeſt, that none are ſo Marble bearted, 
and / minded as the Covetoxs,and Ambitious. As not caring on whom 
they , ſorhey may riſe. Yea woe te them that lye in the way of their 


aſpiriog : Though they be brothers ; yea Fathers (as in the caſe of 2 
A 3 om 
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tom,) they hall bleed : andthe nearer they are, the wore ſure is their 
ruine. 


CAP. 4. 

As for the diſcharge of his place, or office being obtained; ir is this, 
Firſt he reſembles Boniface the ninth : of whom nothing could be 
demanded, were it never ſo unjuſt, or abſurd z but he would grant ir for 
money · Bur in caſe no money comes; He will imitate caligula: who 
would deny all mens requeſts, were they never ſo modeſt, juſt, and rea- 
ſonable. For like Felix, when he had ro do with Paul, Act 24. 26, 27, 
28. He /ooks that money ſhould be given him by each Party. As who will 
not give him bribes > rather then venture the loſſe of all: as the Traveller 

his pxr/e to the Thecf rather then venture his life, or limbs, 

Or if either Plaintiffs, or Defendants cauſe be too light, in the Balance 
of equity: It is but throwing in a Bribe heavy enough; and that Scale ſhall 
weigh dewn the other. for as a ballance ſtoopeth ro that ſide, vhence it re- 
ceiverh moſt weight: ſo he favours-char parry moſt, that giverh moſt. 

nd hat Court was there almoſt, in the Land ? where 7uſtice was not 
bought and fold. Might not the worſt cauſe ? Or the fouleſt crime find 
favour 7 if the parties would be at the coſt ro purchaſe it. As it fared 
. wich claudia, who defiling the fair Matrox Obelma, as he found her pray- 
ing in the Temple of Minerva: being condemned for ſacriledge, eſcaped 
puniſhment by bribes. 

Nor is he any hit aſhamed, or aſwid to rake bribes : For as cuſtome 
hath broughc that into rredit, which otherwiſe would be ſer in the PiRory 
and ſtigmat ed: fo in caſe any dare queſtion him; he can anſwer the Su- 

eam Magiſtrate in the words of that chief captain, Act 12.28, with great 
— obt ained I this Office, ss thou very well knoweRt; which is enough. For 
Ehe one bur fell char by retail, which the other ſold him in groſſe: And 
To making the caſe his own, conſcience tells him, that he who harh bought 
his place dear ; cannot ſel cheap, Or afford the Clyent a reaſonable peni- 
worth of Juſtice. Unleſſe he means to live by the loſſe; arid he that fo 
buyes, bath no ſuch meaning. us 

. kech 
Nd to ſpeak rightly t the Supream Magiſtrate been the 
ENaauſe of all in lſing Offices ro lach, —.— give moſt, and 
Aling all gainful places in the Land with ſuch, as ſought not the peoples 
good; but the peoples goods, Exth.22.27, The Common wealth (as Plats 
well obſerves) like « Fiſh, commonly firſt putrißes, and rs ar the bead : 
for as the Gyvernour of the people is, ſo are big Officers; and-what manner of 
man the Nuler of the City is; ſuch are they that dwell therm, Eccl. 10. 2. 
Subjefts follow the example of their Princes, as certain flowers turn accord- 
Ing tothe Sun. And as all ſuberdinate greatneſſe -wes' from the head: 
ſo do commonly alſo their diſpoficions. Auguſtus a learned Prince, fill'd 
; ome with Schollers. Tiberius filled it with diſſemblers. Conflentine 
' wich Chriſtians. Faliam wich Achciſts, A fick head, makes a — 
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* they could not but puniſh a . : might not the P. orf on of ſome 
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ed body, Of a Prince that hearkeneth to lyes, all bis ſervants are wicked» 
Prov.29.12. And for the moſt part, they that ſhould lead the way to all 
vertuous action: : are the Ringleaders of all miſchief, and diſſolute cour- 
fes. Indeed the Kings of the Earth, ſhould be nurfing Fathers to the 
Cherch : but both the Word, and experience of moſt ages ſhew that 
they band themſelves, and the Princes oſſemible together againſt the Lord, and 
againſt bis Chriſt, Pſal.2.2, God is ſo tar, from making every ong good 
whom he makes great: that Not mam Noble are called, as Pan! — 
x Cor 1. 26, 27. and the Scripture hath left ir upon Record ; that of twenty 
Kings of Judah, ſix onely were godly : and of eighteen Kings of Iſraei, all 
but rwo were wicked. and yet this nation was Gods peculiar, and choſen 
people our of all the world, 

O chat they who fic at the Helm ! would diſcharge their parts: and 
then things would ſoon be mended. The way to purge the ſtreams, is to 
begin at the Fountain, Let them that govern in chief fear Gad, und be 
free om Covetouſurſſe. A King by judgment maintaineth the Country : but 
a man receiving gifts, deſtroyeth it. Prov.29 4. Nor would it be any diſpa- 
ragement rotheir greatneſſe bur a gear honour ; to follow the examples 
of Samuel. 1 Sam. 2.3, 4. And Moſes. Numb. 1 6.15. And indeed it is too 
baſe and ſordid for honour to be coverous. But return we to the Miſerly 
Mithworm ; for I may ſeem to have left him, and be gone quite out of 
my way. ; 


ear. 6 

FF" Heſc baſe, and ſervile ſpirirs ; that love money berrer then them- 
1 ſelves: will do any thing to pleaſe Princes. They will fooner fol- 
low the command of thiit Ted, or Prince : then the precept of their God. 
Let Saul bur command Doeg, ro murt ber the Prieſts : he will tun upon them, 
— — them. 1 Sam. 22. 18. Ler Febu but command the 
, Elders, and great men of Samaria, 10% ſeventy of their Maſters ſons » 
\rbeir heads, fo ſoon as they receive the Letter, 2 Kings 10, 6,7. It 

Je hucha⸗ ar charge the Princes, and Officers, to Fahy Es new etected 
Tab! . hen the muſfch gives warning: they inſtantly fall down upon 
their knees, Dan. 3. I. to 8. Fob ſhall not want a Deaths-man ; if Herod 
burſend for his head: fo nor long fince,'if che Ring would have wicked- 
weſſe eftablifhel for a Law: his Fudges, and Officers, (ſome of them) were as 
ready to do ir, as he to hãve them, Cowards, and Covetous men; are Saves 
to thoſe aboye them, Sicophants to thoſe «qual with them, Tyrants to 
thoſe under them. When the Hart is made Fuage, between the Woolf 
and the Leyrbs ; as in the Fable: ir muſt needs go on the Folves fide. 
falling in love with his Siſter, asked the Pudges whether it were 

Jawful for him co marry her? They anſwered, they had no ſuch law : but 
they had another. that the King might do wharſcever liked him; where- 
upon he married her, Our times have been bleſt with many ſuch Judges, 

and other Officers, = 

Nor would theſe, be ſmayed by his Majeſty onely : For when in juſtice 
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great Lard, be procured to deliver him 7 ſo that the Lew might put up his 
dagger: For by this means a lewd perſon needed not fear to offend ; that 
had a great man to his friend; or had not a great man to his enemy. The 
Robber rifles a paſſenger, is apprehended and indicted : the booty be giveth 
to ſome mighty one, to procure his pardon and eſcapes. Thus the poor 
traveller is robbed doubly ; both of his money, and all relicf of the Law; 
and the protector of the lewd perſon is become the greater thief. A poor. 
ſheep-ſtealer is banged, for ſtealing of victuals; compelled peradventure 
by neceſſity of that intollerable cold, hunger, and thirſt, co ſave himſelf 
from ſtarving. . But a great man in office, may ſecurely rob whole Pip 
vinces, undo thouſands, pill and poll, oppreſſe, fles, grind, ryrannize, 
inrich himſclt by ſpoyles of the Commons; be unconttoleable in all bis 
actions, and after all be recompenſecd with turgent Titles, honoured for 
his good ſervice, and no man dare find fault with him, or mutter at the 
matter. much like the juſtice of Damitius, who alwayes puniſhed the poor, 
and thoſe that were of no power: but the rich and mighty he pardoned. 
Theſe are theeves, not for taking purſes by the high way, but bribes in 
their chambers. Hoſea 4.18, Their language is give; and the theeves is 
but deliver: now what is the difference, betwixt give, and deliver 2 yet 
often (give) walks in Chains of gald, while deliver lyes in chains of. Iron, 
Theſe are theeves in folio ; Cathedral, and Metropolitan theeves : /aving 

ifts, and taking bribes to undo the widow, and ſatherleſſe. yea many whole 
Families, and their poſterity. This made Socrates laugh to ſee, a Fudge 
ſeverely to puniſh others; and do worſe himſelf: ro ſee little ther ves, 
riding in Carts to the Gallowes ; and great theeves in Coaches to con- 
demn them, Minute puniumtur, magna in triumphis feruntur. 


| Cn. 7. ' | | 
Et cheſe things be conſidered, and then tell me, whether we: wighs 
not complain of our times, as the Prophets of formier times, and ſayr 
In their bend; l wickedneſſe, and their right band. is fall of bribes, Nfl. 26. 
10. ' They are tutned afide after ſucrt, and take rewards io pervert judgments 
1 Sam. 8. 3, Te paſſe over judgment, end the love Gal, Luke 13, U.; Tie 
Prince asketh, end the Judge ſudgech ſor a reward : therefore the great max 
Peaketh out the corruption of bis aul, ſo they wrap it up. Micha 3-11. & 7. 
3. Zeph.1.12. Thy Princes arg rebtiqus, and campaniens of theeves; every 
one loveth gifts, and followeth after. rewards. They judge not the facheriefſe, 
neither dath the widowes cauſe come before them. Eſa 1.2.3. Her Prices in 
the midſt of her, ere like Wolves, 7 aveniag the prey, to ſped blood, and to deſtroy 
<ſeaxtes for their amn covetous lucre, Exch 22.27. The heſ, of them is as a buys 
er, and the moſt righteous of them is ſharper, then a thorny hedge. Micha 74-4, 
yea they were ſo frozen in their dregs, Z. pb. 1. 12. that it one were found 
either in Parliament, at Councel Table, in Star-Chamber , High Commiſſion 
Court, any office in the Kingdom; ot ordinary Court of Fudicature ; that in 
the worſt and moſt deſperace'times ; durſt keep 2 good conſcience, and 
not do as the reſt, that would not upon all occaſions freak good of evil, and 
evil of good, 'proſtirure their tongues, and pem, nnd wits, and wills, and 
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tonſciences, and ſowles, all that they had to ſerve the times, and turnes 
of Princes: That would bonowr greatneſſe, bur imitate goodneſſe onely: like 
the Lord Cook, Sir Randal Crue,Sir Foba Elliot, and many others:he was won- 
dered at as an Omi among the reit of the birds, as ir fared with thoſe three 
worthics, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, when they refuſed to do, as 
the reſt of the Princes, Governours, Captains, Fudges, Treaſurers, Counſtllors, 
Sberiſfes, and all the Rulers of the Ptovinces under Neluuc hadnexxar. Dan. 3. 
Or as it fared with Daniel fingle ; when of all the bandred and twenty 
Princes, he refuſed to obey the King in his wicked command: Dex. 6, Or 
uit did with Micha, amongſt thoſe four hundred falſe Prophets: when he 
would not ſpeak againſt his conſcience, and flatter the King to his de- 
ſtruction, as the reſt did. 1 Ring. 23. 
But might not dur Senators before ſpoken of, have ſaid ro their See- 
raigniz as Socrates ſaid once to his uajuft Judges > Sutely we deſef ve 
recompence, inſtcad of rage. Ita and I think, we may make application 
to ſome Officers, and Judges, of later times; of what (umincus ſpeaks» of 
the Bartel of Montlehery: viz. that ſome loſt their places, and offices fot 
running away ; Which were beſtowed upon others, that fled ren Leagues 
further. far as abey ſay, Never ſamuch bribery in all ſorrs of Officers, as 
now: which. is a horrible ſhame, in ſuch reforming time:. 
3 5 NAP. 8. a N 3 
Or did their wickedneſſe, confine ir ſelf within their own boſomes: 
but by their examples,all the people of the Land ſ except ſome tew 
deſpiſed ones) were infeded: ſot doth not experience ſhew > that the 
Fithfal are failed, from among the children of ment Fſal. 1 2. 1. that none 
calleth for juſtice, none contendeth for truth; they cumceive miſchief and bring 
forth iniquity. Iſa. 5. 4 That all ſeek their um, and: not that which is 
Feſws Chrifis. Phil. a. 21. That all art gone out of the wey, they are all cor- 
75 and hau alan abominabie withedneſſe ; there is not one that doth goal, 
ſal 14. 1, 2,3. & 53. 1. So that if ever that Counſel of Ftrem, and 
Aicha, Let every one take beed of his neighbaur, and truſt ye not in any bro- 
ther : for every brother will uſe dete, and every friend will deal decertſully. 
ler. the 9. 4. + Truſt ye not in a fiend, neither put ye confidence in « Counſel 
lar; beep the daes of thy mouth, from ber that tjeth in thy boſome. Micha 
7.5.) were duly to be obſerved;; it is in our dayes. For is not the city, 
and Country become 83 4 commen priſon of cheates 2 (warving as much from 
juſtice, hogeſty,:and Religion; 28 a picture does from a man ? though 
— — 22 hough 
nat-cage men, ſo they ger money, and great places ? thoug 
they loſe their ſoules/ As theſe bribe-rakers, — unjuſt gain, and 
grow rich above-meaſure :- even their houſes are full, and they are thereby be- 
come great, and maxeu rich ; they are grown fat and ſhining ;, they do over- 
poſſe the deeds of the withed, -they execute no judgment, no not the judgment 
¶ the poor aud fathorleſſe: yat they proſper, Jet.$.29.48. Bur whar followes 
in the next verſe ? Sha I not 24 % theſe things, ſaith the Lord? Or 
ſhall not ty [04 be avenged on ſuch «nation as thy 7 ver. 29. Yes: = 
[i L 9 


10 The Arraigmnent of Covetenſneſſe. 
day of their viptation cometh, now ſhall be their perplexity, ſaith God. Micha 
7.4. I will caſt me of wine adverſaries, and avenge me of mine enemies. I/ a 
2.24. And I think God hath been as good as his word, Our very eyes 
have ſeen ir, or our cares heard of it; both in England, Scotland, ales, 
and Ielend, Truegwilful and wicked men will not ſee, hat they do and 
cannot chooſe bur ſee: How when God hath any exploit to perform, 
and inzends ſuceeſſe: he raiſeth up the hearts of ſome choſen Inſtry- 
ments, wich heroical motions, and reſolutions of courage, with contempt 
of all danger for archievement, When all hearts are cold, and dead; it 
Is intended deſtruction. But to leave ſuch, untill time and ex» 
perience hath taught them more. 


CHayPy. 9. 

Ow hat is the reafon of all ? bur Coverouſnefſe. I muſt do ar my 
Sovereign, Or ſuch great men will have me, or I ſhall loſe my Place, 
which [ ſo dear t and ſo undo my ſelf, and all mine. Bur the 
King of kings will one day, condemn you both: him for commanding,and 

chee for ing: recompence your obedience with Fre and brim- 

ſons. And not ſeldom have ſuch, their deſerved recompence ; ſooner 

ahen they expect ir. Ferdinexdo the fourth, adjudged two Knights to 
death 3 . chrough.malice, _ out of juſtice : but one of chem cryed 
aut, O unjuſt King ! we cite thee to appear within thirty dayes , before 
be Tribunal ſenc of Jeſu Chriſt; to — — . for thine injad 
ice: upon the laſt of which dayes; he dyed, as Pans Didtonus wſti- 
es. Demetrius having received many requeſts, and ſupplieations of his 
ſabjze&s ; threw then ail into the warer, ns he went over the Bridge: 
hereupon, his ſubſects conceived ſuch an hatred againſt him; that his 
Army forſook him and ycelded to Fyrrbas: who drave him out of his 
Knmgdim 2s Diauerus (ers.itdown, I eon ſeſſe it is a miſerable thing, to 
Gall in to ſuch times: in which men muſi both ſpeak whar they think nor, 
mnd do what they dpprove not. As Tacitus that great State man ſpeaks 
(Feaar wiſe Plats could ſay, chat Common wealth is Ike to go to wrack t 
where Magiſh ates rule the Lewes, and nor the Lowes rule Magiſtrales. 
Apa, how long heir proſperity t ? were anfveredy thr 7 
ity ould Laſt ? were anſwered ; chat fo 

Don a they began to prefer — before God ; their ſt#re ſhould be de- 
Groyed; And to ſpeak the truth in plain Bugliſh: (as now we may do 
bleffed be God.) He is not a King, but a Tyrext : whoſe will ſwayes, and 
mor the Law. 23 wiſe States men have been hold roaffirm.. Bur hat of 
altchis >- An honeſt man will do nothing ro pleaſe any, whereby he (hall 
diſplcaſe Gad. He will anſwer the King, you bound me by oarh ar my 
Get entrance; that I ſhould in all caſes give judgment, according to law. 
Heeſelaus being requeſted: by his Father, to give a ſentence againſt equi- 
ty: gratiouſly denyed him, faying : Von have taught me, O Father, 
from my yourh, to obey the Lawes : and therefore I will now obey — 
thercin, in judging nothing againſt the Lawes: And Bentvolus, when 
Faſlna the Ariay Empreſſe proffered him great prefermems , a 
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jaſtrumental ina ſer vice; which could not be done with a good con? 
ſcence, anſwered: What do you promiſiag me an higher degree of prefer- 
ment, for a reward of impiety; yea even take this from me, which alres- 
dy I have ſo l may keep a good conſcience ; And forthwith gave her bis 
Girdle, che Enfige of bis Honour, And of ſuch a ſpitit, was Sir Thomas 
Moor : who made great ſuit to the King, to be diſcharged his Lord (h 
celorflip; that ſo he might not againſt his conſcience ; ſpeak, nor act any 
thing, about the Kings marriage with Queen Aune. 

A Fudge truly feariog God, is in Juſtice and piety, as immoveable as 4 
Rock: Like Fabricius, of whom Pyrbus(chough his enemy) gave this praiſe, 
that a man might as ſoon turn the Sus out of his cauiſe; as him from truth 
and honeſty. as Plutarch, and Eutropius report. Or like Ariftides , who 


feared not the King, nor would favour bis own Father; and for his impar- 
tial dealing in all mattets: was firnamed the Juſt» Or EPA Ie, 
whom all the riches of the world, could not withdraw from the leaſt duty 
to his Countrey. 2s Alian _—_ Or the Midwives, who (though weak 
Women) would not do as the King of Egyp: commanded them : but pre- 
ſerved alive the men Children, Exod. 1. 17, 20, 21. Or the wiſe men, Mat ib. a. 
1. to 13. who turned their backs upon Herad; when in his command he 
intended miſchief. Or the Martyrs, who would burn, rather then turm. 
Yertue, and piety is ſuch a thing: that neither power can force her, not 
wealth win ber, nor any thing in the whole World corrupt het. One 
thar feares God, and hath a good conſcience ; is like Fire, chat cannot be 
forced downwards. When Pyrrbus rempred Fabricius, with money and 
promiſes of honour : And ſeeing that would not do, threatned him with 
ants, and trange things, he anſwered : I fear not thy force, and 1 
am too wiſe for thy fF̃aud. The Prince of Cande being taken priſoncr, by 
Chavles the ninth of France und put to his choyce, whether he would go 
to Maſſe, or be put to death, or ſuffer per petual impriſonment 7 anſwered = 
the former I will never do by Gods grace; as for the two latter, let the 
Nirg do with me what he pleaſeth; For God I aſſure my ſelf will turn all 
to the beſt. When Modeftus the Emperours Lieutenant, threatned to kill 
Bexil, he anſwered : if chat be all I fear not, yea your Miſter cannot 
more pleaſure me, then in ſending me uma my heavenly Father 3 to 
whom I now live, and te whom I defire to haſten, And another time be- 
ing cthrearned wich bonds, baniſhmem, Confiſcation,crucl torture, death, 
Kc. he bad him fright babies with ſach bugbeares 3 his life miabt be ta- 
kenaway, but not his comfort; his head, but not his crown, - Yes quoth 
he, had Ia thouſand lives, I would lay them all down for my Saviews 
fake; who hath done abundantly more for me. And when they offered 
kim money and preferments, ro tempt him, he anſwered :' can ye give 
me money that can laſt for ever, —— that ſhall erernally flouriſh 
Avdely profeſt to Bonner, when he told him of burning; and how ill 
could indure it: that if he had as many lives, as he had haires on his 
head; he would loſe them all in the fire, before be would loſe his Cirift. 
Ferom writes of a brave Yon, that being upon the rack ; bad ber perſe- 
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extours dotheir worſt, the was reſolved rather to dye, then he. They will 
never fear to be killed, who by killing are ſure ro be crowned, Here he 
that reads, will take occaſion to cenſure me; (perhaps count me a Fool) 
for putting ſo many plums is the pot ef one kind: But thou mayeſt ra. 
ther think thy ſelf worthy of cenſure, for I do it onely to ſhew thee 
folly : for ask chee which example thou wouldeſt have left out? chou 
knoweſt not. Vea thou wouldeſt rather have more put in, that {thou neyet 
yet heardeſt. If ſo, learn to be more wiſe, ot at leaſt more charitable: or 
rather confeſſe, that Sloth fits and cenſures what the induſtrious teach: Foxes 
deve to dliſpraiſe the Grapes, they cannot reach, | 
I defire to imitate thoſe Authors that I like beſt, and find moſt efficz- 
cious: And (fincenothing will pleaſe all) I would pleaſe them tha 
are of my own dyet: And thoſe I gueſſe to be the moſt, and to have the 
reateſt need of ſuch diſcourſes, as inform the judgment ; and are like- 
ieſt ro work upon the affectiant, and ſave the ſoul. And to confeſſe that, 
which ſome will ſay is an errour, I would rather (if God ſo pleaſe) be an 
inſtrument ro convert one foul, then to build up many: and I wiſh more 
of the Miniſtry, were of my mind. But go we on: 
CHAP. 10. 
Lich as fear God, if higher powers injoya them things againſt him, 
who is higheſt of all: they will rather obey God then man. Alls 4. 19, 
Yes in-this they are like God himſelf : who accepteth not the per ſons of Prin- 
ces, and regardeth not the Rich, more then the poor, Fob 34.19. 

And were Prances ſo wiſe as they ſhould be: they would bleſſe God, 
that they had ſuch impartial Zudges. Henry the fourth of England, when the 
Prince lis eldeſt ſon; was by the Loyd chief Fuſtice ſor ſome great miſdemen- 
nure,committed to priſon he thanked God chat he had a Son ſo obedient, 
and a Judge of ſuch impartial,end undaunted courage, And when a Judge 
ĩs once found to be ſo imparrial : no man will dare, once to ſollicite him 
in any diſhoneſt, or unjuſt cauſe. As Cicero writes of Cato Cenſorivs, to 
Dis eternal praiſe. ' Bur for want of ſuch Princes, and Judges: Fudgment it 

turned backward, aud juſtice ſtandeth. afar off ; For Truth is fallen in the 
Streets, and equity cannot enter. As God complaines, Iſey 59. 14. 4s 4 
rearing Lyon, and an hungry Bear + ſo is a wiched Ruler, over the poor people. 
As — King. Solomon —— — _ 28. 15, * 40 * 
Prophet Micha, Chap.3. eat alſo the fleſh. e, and fta ir 
Shins from their bones, verſ.3. But fo my poop | 
Thirdly : as theſe coverous Zudges, and Officers will do any wicked 
act, for Grext ones out of ſear : ſo they will do the ſame for F̃iendt, or 
Allyes out of love, and co fave their own purſes : Or againſt Enemies out 
of malice. He that puts on a publick Gown, ſhould put off a private per- 
fon: like Cleo the Lacedemonian ; whe when he undertook publick affairs; 
called all his friends together, and told them: that he now diſcharged 
himſelf of all friendſhip; in that ic too often cauſed men to ſwarye, from 
Juſtice and equity. But how common is ir with theſe cerrupt Magiſtrates, 
to make a bad cauſe good, or a good bad; either to revenge 4 Wrong, or 7 
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y will quo a pleaſure, To ſpeał, or act partially; according to the intereſt he hark 
re be fin the Cauſe, or the patient. But what ſaith Salomon ? It is not good, ts 
ol, ¶ have reſpect to any perſon in Fudgment : for that man will tranſgreſſe for 4 
ſt u. of bread. Prov. 24.23. & 28.21, He that God hath depitted as U- 
thy grey, berween party and party: ſhould ſay to Fathers, Brethren, and chil- 
thou] den; whether Natural, or Political; 1 know ye not. That is, neither 
ever f nigbneſſe, nor Highneſſe, ſhall make me play the Huckſter, with Gad, the 
or ¶ Law, or my conſcience. Ne gbbourbood is my friend, Alliance is my friend, 


bounty is my friend; But Juſtice is my friend, a good Conſcience is my 
friend, and God is my friend aboye all. Wherefore withour reſpeRing 
the perſon, Or expecting the gifts of any: I will do what theſe friends, 
would have me. Like Papinidz, who being commanded by the Emperour 
Caricalla;, whoſe Steward and familiar he was; to defend him in an un- 
juſt cauſe, would not doir, Or like Phocion, who refuſed to help his ſon 
in law Carillus in judgment, being accuſed for bribery: ſaying, he had 
made him his friend and Ally; in all juſt, and reaſonable matters, and in 
them onely, Or Sir Thomas Meer, who upon the like occaſion told his 
fon in Law : that were he to decide a cauſe, between his Father whom he 
loved dearly; and the Devil whom he hated extreamly : he would deal 
impartially, and do the Devil right if his cauſe were good, And when 
another of his ſons in law, that had a cauſe depending before him in chan 
te; and preſumed too much on his fayour : when he would not be per- 
ſmaded by him, to agree to any indifferent compoſition z he made a flat 
1, | decree againſt him. Or Seleucus, who when his ſon was taken in Adul- 
ie | tery; to ſatis ſie Juſtice, and in ſome ſort the people who intreated for 
bim: cauſcd one of his ſons eyes, and another of his own to be puld out. 
„The law requiring both, of the party's offending. Or Antonius Venerizs 
* | Duke Venice; who ſuffered his ſon to dye in priſon, becauſe he had ta- 
2 | viſhed a maid, Or dus, who ſate in judgment upon his ſ6n Cartanes 
nnd would have put him to death: but that 4Ftaxerxes ſeeing his Juſtice, 
! pardoned his ſon, Or laſtly Noah; and Abrabam: Abraham would ſa- 
| 


enifice his ſon, rather then diſpleaſe Gad: Noah did curſe his own ſonne, 
rather then he would diſpleaſe God. Shewing that we ſhould, not ſpare 
our own bowels, when God would have them puniſhed. Bur do as the 
Fatbert, and Mothers of 1dolaters, Drunkards, and Blafphemers did in the 
Law: who brought the firſt fone to put their ſons to death. Deut. 21,18, 19, 
20, 21. And indeed he onely, whom neither Clamor, nor Rumour , nor 
Terrout ; Neither furious paſo, nor melting compaſson, can divert from 
Fuſticez is fir to be a Zudge. He who reſembles Philip, and Alexander 
his ſon : who when any came to complain, ſtopped one of their cares; 
which they reſerved for the defendant. As Platarch affirms. And ſuch an 
one in good turnes, will notowe more then he muſt : in evil owe, and not 
pay. Yea he hates, and ſcorns to pay private wrongs z with the advan- 
tage of his Office ; and if ever he be partial, ir is to his Enemy, Obſer- 
ving well what God ſaich, Exod,23.3. Læuit. 1915. , 


* 
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The Arraignment of C ovetonſneſſe, 
I might in the fourth place be as large, in ſhewing how theſe Covetous, 
and corrupt Judges, and Officers will do any evil, or omit any good in the 
diſcharge of their places: io content (Or for fear of) the People: But 
Iſtudy brevity, Though what I ſpeak to, Þ love to prove fully. Be- 
cauſe he which throwes his dagger at a Theef, muſt be ſure to hit him 
home: otherwiſe he diſarmes himſelf, and ſtrengthens his Adverſacy, 
You may pleaſe ro read Mari 6. 26.27. & 11.18, & 15,15, Matth. 14.3, 
4.5. K 21.45,46. Luke 20.19. & 22.1,2, John 19-12, to 17. Ack. 25.3.9, 
where are notable examples of Governours ; omitting good, and doing 
miſchief co pleaſe, or for tear of the people. Which our own experience it 
may ſerve co amplite. 
Cnay. 11, 
Ow beſides theſe, there ate many chers; that without controle 
rob the Common wealth, gull the people, and are no hit aſhamed of it. 
Imean Corrupt Lawyers ; who are alſo Merchants in this Trade of Cove - 
tauſneſſe, and ſelling of men, As come to this Coverous Wrerch if he be 
a Lawyer; He firs in his ſtudy like a Fox in his Burrough ; glad to ſpyea 
Gooſe chat hath featbers on his back: declare unto him your cauſe , ark 
him what he chinks of it; he will perſwade you it will bear a ſtrong acli- 
an, be ir never ſo rat. As he is like to have good counſel, that fees the 
Devil, A ſimple ſwayne. went to a Lawyer, and told him Sir: And it ſhall 
pleaſe your Grntlemanſhip, I would have proces for one, that hath called 
me a Hecbanich fellow : So you ſhall quoth che Lawyer, for that will bear 
a very good action. The Lawyer chat careth not to deal unfaithfully: is 
like ſome Chriftall Glaſſe, which flattetingly ſheweth every man a ſair face, 
how ilfavoured ſoe ver it be. Theſe are Abettors that ſer men on; their 
Cockpit is Weſtminſter Hall, and while their Clyents peck out each others 
eyes, they pull their feathers, Abſaloms rongue is in their heads; and as 
he ſole away the ptoples hearts, fo theſe ſteal their eſtates. And no cauſe 
fo bad, bur they will undertake ic either for gain, or glory: as he gers 
moſt fame, and the greateſt practice; that can make a bad cauſe good, and 
ngoodbad. Whence it is they bend their tongues, lite Bowes for lyes. As 
Feremy hach ir, Chap. 9.3. that they may overthrow the right of the poor in bis 
ſat. As Moſes hath ir, Exed-23.6, ſee more Eſay 32.7, For they will de- 
wiſe ſome wicked counſel or other: (if they be paid chereafrer) ts undo the 
adverſe party, with lying words. And commonly, they are like Celis: 
that could plead better againſt a man, then for him, as Plutarch ſpeaks. 
Yea ſome of them fall not far ſhort of Carneades ; of whom wiſe Cate cond 
feſt ; that while he diſputed q ſcarſe any man could diſcern which was the 


truth. So they turn judgment into wormewoed, Amos 5.7, and forge wrong 


for a Law, ns the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks; P/al.94.20. Have you not heard of a 
Lawyer ? that pleaded a caſe very ſtrongly on the one fide ; yer before tha 
T'yal of it, being advance to the Bench; he adjudged ir on the other. 
Bur had he been like Foſepb the Counſeller ; whoa the Holy Gboft fliles 4 
Load man, and « juſt, Luke 23. 0. he would neichet tefale ro * 
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cauſe. (as they will do, when great ones are concerned in it) nor prefer 
one that is unjuſt: Becauſe be that juſtifies the guilty, or refuſerh to vin- 
dicare the Innocent in this caſe ; transfers the guilt to himſelf, i 


Or if chis wretcb, finds it more for his profic ; he will ſee an end of the 


Clyenrs money, before the Client ſhall ſee an end of his cauſe. He will 
delay the Hearing; untill he hath inriched himſelf, and beggered his 
Clyenc : perſwading him his Title is good, till his patrimony be conſu- 
med ; And he hath | Fan more in ſeeking, then the thing is worth, Or 
the other ſhall get by the recovery. One azking, how he ſhould have 
a Suit laſt him ſeven years? was anſwered, You may have & Suit iz chan- 
cery, that will laſt you twenty years ; Another delivered in 4 Petition to 
King James :1 was tour years compaſſing the id with Sir Fravcis Drake, 
and there was an end of that: I was three years with my Lord of Eſex in 
Ireland Wars, and there was an end of that: L have had a Suit in Chan- 
cery this ſeventeen years, but I fear I ſhall never have an end of char. 
Which conceit procured him a quick diſpacch, but no thanks to the La- 


s. 
* He that goes to Law, bath a Wolf by the cares 2: if he proſecute his 
Cauſe, he is conſumed ; if he ſurceaſc his Suit, he loſeth all: whar diſfe- 
rence 7 There ate not a few procraſtinating, or rather proterminating 
Attorneyes, and Ad vosates; that like him Prov. 3. 28. will ſay unto # 
Clyent every day, come again to morrow : and yet precure his ftrife from 
ram to Term; when this Term he might procurg his peace. Becauſe he 
hath an action to his Clyents purſe, as his adverſary bath to his Land 
That can ſpin one Suit, throughout three generations; and lengthen che 
threed of a mans cauſe; till he (hall want weft. Or if he weave che Wes 
to day, he can by craft like Penelope unweave it as much to morrow. 
Dealing wich his Clyent, as ſome Chirw/gions do with their patients : who 
will keep the wound raw, and open; that they may draw out of it the 
more money. So that often the recovery of a mans tight by Lev, is as 
dear; as if he had bought it by purchaſe, 

CAP. 12. 
O The unſufferable knavery, and wickedneſſe of ſuch Lawyers ; were 
I able to tell it you, (For to me Law latine ( a kind of Canting) is 
more irkſome'; then either Iriſh, or Helch,) They will fell both their 
2 and Silence, their Clients Cauſes, their own conſciences and 
oules, While the golden ſtream runneth, the MII grindeth : when that 


ſpring is dry, they adviſe them to put ir co Compremiſe , and ler rheir 
Neighbours end it. The fooles might have done ſo before, ſaved ſo muct 
money, and ſhewed themſelves Chriſtians. 1 Cor.6.5. tog. Fer a Chri- 
ſtian indeed, is like him that ſaid ro a Lawyer, offering to right his wrongs, 
and revenge him of his adverſary by Law: I am refolved rather to bear 
with patience, an hail ſhower of injuries; then ſcek ſhelter ar ſuch a 
phate where che Brambles (hall pluck off my fleece; and do me more 
dun by kearching, and wing; hep cbg deen would bars all 2 
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: _ I care not for that Phyſich, Where che remedy is worſe then d 
eaſe. 
Aad yer abundance of men (as if they were bereaved of their very ſer 
ſes,) are more eager to eaſt away their money, then Lawyers are to cateh 
i: being like ſo many Fiſhes, chat will contend for a crum; which falls 
into the water. Nor will they ever give over, untill an empty purſe par. 
teth the fray. Yea they will ſpend their goods, lives, fortunes, friends, and 
undo one another to inrich an Haypie Advocate: that pre yes upon them 
both. Or ſome Corrupt Fudge; that is like the Kite in op: which 
when the Mouſe, and Frog fought, carried them both away. Which made 
one Lewyer build an Hoſpital for Fooles, and Mad-men, ſaying : of ſuch 
FT gar my means, and to ſuch will I give it. And generally, Lawyers get 
the greateſt Eſtates ( if not the devil and all) of any men in the Land. 
They are like the Butlers box, which is fure to get, though all the gene- 
Bers loſe, And it were good theſe catthen boxes were broken: that their 
goods got by bribery, wreſting the Law, and delaying of ſuirs ; might be 
brought within a Premunire, and they made to diſgorge themſelyes. Ag 
a Fox, which goeth lank into the Henyooſt at a little hole: when be hath 
well fed, is forced to diſgorge himſelf before he can come forth again. Oc 
that chey were hanged up, as Galedze Duke of Millain, cauſed a Lawyer to 
be ſerved, for delaying a Suit againſt a maniteſt and clear debt. Or ra- 
ther, that the whole Number of ſuch Lawyers might be pitcht over the ber; 
and turned out of Courts, without hope of ever returning. And happy 
it were for the Nation : for were this courſe taken, and all contentious 
_ ſpued out, as 8 ſurfeir of Courts; it would fare with ut, 7 — 
wich c mople when Bax il was Emperaur; who coming to the e- 
ment 70 grams p neither Maintiſſe to accuſe, nor 2 for want 
of ſuires depending. Or as it did in our Chancery, when Si Thomas Moor 
face there as Judge: who made ſuch quick diſpatch in hearing cauſes;thar 
after two years and an half; having one day heard and diſpatcht the firſt 
cauſe; calling for the next: anſwer was made, that there was no more 
cauſes to be heard. As is there upon record, ſtill to be ſeen. It were well 
for Englazd, if it had more Sir Thomas Moores : whom all the riches in the 
world could not draw, to do the leaſt peece of injuſtice, As is recorded 
. of EA, And yer what ſhould hinder ? for now great men may 
— honeſt if chey will; without hazarding their heads, to the will of a wick- 
ant. 


Ty 

Ar Fex in Afich, they have neither Lawyers, nor Advocates : bur if 
chere be any concroverfies among them: both parties Plaiztiffe, and De- 
ſendant wich their wirneſſes come to their A!fakins, or Chief Fudge; and at 
once without any further appeali or delayes ; the Cauſe is heard and ended. 
But what multitudes ? what millions of Lewyers, Attorneyes, Advocates,Sol- 
liciters, Parraters, Petly-foggers, have we, when there are fix thouſand At- 
torneyes,in the Court of Common Pleas ; as ſome Writers affirm. And how 


far are we frem being bleſt, with ſach quick diſparch in our Suits, Or rryd 
— fo chevy 6090 Cera 7 ha moukd be Kar inc, f 


_ Fome may ceqreft. 


ta 
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. And ſo you have a twentieth part of The cevetous, Cormorants, cha. 
2 a taſte, or pattern : The other Nineteen, when it (hall pleaſe 
$tationer. Onely, to this ſmall cantle or ſcantling of his Diſcovey 
take the like Fragment, tending to his Recovery : in 


58-5 


The Copy of a Letter, writ to a Factor in 
Forraign parts: who ill diſcharged the truſt, and 
confidence of his deſerving Maſter, 


Lad 
* 
- 


TEE 


Rind Sir, 
Vir there no other ground of my writing, th's were enough? 
I have a publick ſpirit, and love to do good offices; thoug h 
T ſhould purchaſe ill will for my pains. But the lively reſemblance of 
my ſelf, which I once ſaw in you, your making choyce (as I ſuppoſed) of 
thoſe true riches, that being once had, can never be loſt, And your offer. 
jog. to my view thoſe lines of a rare Author (which did not a little pleaſure 
me) propound themſelves to me, as a great ingagement. Beſides my 
love too, and hopes of you formerly were nat greater, then is now my fear, 
And poſſible it is, I may prove another Photion unto you, who when a 
friend of his would have caſt himſelf away, ſuffered him nor, ſaying ; I was 
made thy friend to this purpoſe, So you have wy Apology ; or if you 
{hall further ask why I rake this pains? turn ro-Levit. 19,17, Heb, 3. 13; 
and you have there both my anſwer and warrant, 

You, cannot think much, chat Mr. N. ſhould acquaine me (of all others) 
wich what Monies you have long ought him; and how little conſcience 
you make of paying,thereof. | 8 

But that you ſhould ſo uſe ſo good a Maſter; to whom alſo you were 
once bound by Oath (it you remember) moves wonder in me to aftoniſh- 


2 


rr 


ment. 7 N TW. ; : R 

Todo unto others, 4s you would have ar bers do unto you, is 4 point agreed 
upon by all, gven ;fidels chat expeR not another life ; nor once dream 
that they have immortal foules, And I need not ask any more, then that 
you would ak your own cenſcience, whether you would be fo dealt with» 
all? But here har I füll ſpeak to you fromthe mouth of God. E 

Igtant the cale is commBbn with Atheifts, who believe not that there 
a 85 „ 3 Heaven, a Hel, a day of judgment : nor that every mare ſhall be re- 
warded according to his deeds,be they good er evil, But that you ſhould ma 
aifeſt your ſelſ to be ſuch an one, makes me to cry aut, o the depth! + - 

Good fr bethink your ſelf, for there is nora mote infallible Character 
ia wicked man, in all the Book of Gods, The wicked borroweth, but payeth 
nt ag4in, Pſal. 37. 21. As for a good mam, ho breaks not bis promiſe;thaugh be be 
denmified by the perſormance, Plal, 15-4. You cannot be igneranc, that with 
What theaſure ye Bitte to others here, 4 meaſtere it in I again hereof 
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ter, Marth. 7.2. That the Law of God, under the penalty of his curſe,yequi- 
reth to reſtore what ſaruer hath been committed ta you in truſt, Levit. 6. 2, 3. 
.Numb. 5:6,7,8. Nor that there is a flying Roll, a winged curſe for bim that 
gets richts by robbery aud oppreſſion: that ſhall not only purſue him, but even 
enter into his bouſe, and conſume it with the timber thereof,and the ſtones there- 

„Zach. 3. 3.4. of which I might heapup inſtances, A O the multitude 
examples of thoſe, that have miſerably periſhed for their falſhood, and 
perfidiouſnefſe, in berraying the truſt that they have undertaken. And 
this you may boldly build upon; There is no fruit, bur ſhame and death 
ro i from the forbidden Tree, whatſocver Satan may ſeem to 
romile. 
4 Nor is it alwayes the lot of thoſe, that care not how they get wealth, 
to become rich, Eccl. 9. 11. For get men never ſo much, without God's 
Weſſing, even all their getting of great wages, is but putting money into a bog 
with boles, as the Prophet Haggai ſpeaks, Hag.1.6. much more, be that get- 
teth riches, and not right. yee.ty. 11. Except the Lord build the houſe, they 
in vain that build it. It is in vain to riſe early, and (ye down late, and 
ear the bread of ceveſulnrſſe, Pſal. 1 27. 1,2. *Tis enely the bleſſing of the Lord, 
that mahketh rich, Prov. 10.23. Yea, have not you found it ſo > I dare ſay, 
reckon from that very hour, wherein you firſt reſolved to cozeo, (if ever 
you ſo reſolved) and you will find, that you never ſince proſpered. 

Or in caſe he that reſolves to be evill, making no conſcience how he 
comes by his riches, ſo he have them; have his hearts defire : bis riches 
prove but the nggravations of his fin, and additions ro judgment. For 
God doth not onely withdraw his bleſſing from, but even ſend his curſe 
wich the riches he'beſtowes 3 ſo that it becomes their bane. He gives it 

them in wrath, and for thelr hurt u as be did a King, and Quailes to the 1/- 

raelites ; for which ſce Heſ. 13. 11. Mal. 2. 2. Nl. 69.22. Eccl. 5.13. & 8, 

32,12} I pray turn tothe places, for I cannot ſtand to amplibe it. 
Nor ſhall he alone fare the worſe; for God hath chrearned to bring 
plagues upon the Children, and childrens children of ſuch an one; unte the 

» Exod. 25. and more paaticutarly, that tbey ſhall be vaga- 
and beg their brevd ; ſo that none ſhall extend mercy, or favour unte 
them, Pſal. 109.2. to 17. God will make choſe Children beggers, for 

whole ſakes the Father hath made many begpers, _ 2 

Nor is this all, in any degree : For there is ng end of to the wicked 

men, Prov.24.20; Without paying, or reſtoring (ſo far az a man is able) 

chere is no being ſaved : for ar humility is the repentance of pride, ab- 

Nineace of ſurfeit, almes of coy love of malice : ſo onely reſti- 

rutien, is the repentance of injuſtice. And he thar dyes before teſtiruti- 
on, dyes in his fit z and he that dyes in his a, cannot be ſaved. And 
indeed repentance," without reflirution; is as if a Theet ſhould rake 
away your purſe, ask you pardon , ſay hee's ſorry for it ; bur keeps it 

ill: in which caſe you would ſay, he did but meck you. 

- Now what ſho it profit « nun, 10 gin the whole world , if he gain — 

Wi 
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with it; and loſe both Heaven, and bis own ſog!, Marth, 16.26, Whas it 
it to flouriſh for a time, and periſh for ever ? 

Aman would think, that Aches paid dear enough for his goodly Fa- 
loniſh garment, the two hundred ſbekels of ſilver, and his wedge of gold which 
he coveted, and took away: when He, bis Sons, aud Daughters, bis Ozen, 
and Aſſes ; bis Sleep, aud Tent ; aud ak that be bad, were (tontd with ſtones, 
end burnt with fire: if chat was all he ſuffered, Foſh. y. 18. to 26. But to be 
caſt into Hell, to lye for ever in a bed of quenchleſſe flames, is a far giea- 
tet puniſhment, For the ſoul of all ſufferings, is the ſufferings of the 
Gul; and in reaſon, if Dives be tormented in enaliſſe flames, for not giving 
his den goods to them that needed, Laꝶ · 16.213. Matth. 25.41, to 43+ 
What ſhall beeome of him, that rakes away other mens > It chat ſervant 
in the Goſþel, was bound to an everlaſting priſon, chat onely challenged his 
own debt; for that be had no pity on his fellow, as bis Maſtir had pity on bim 
whither (ball they be caſt, that unjuſtly vex their Neighbours, quarrel for 
that which is none of theirs, and lay title ro another mans propreiry ? I 
he ſball have judgment without mercy,that ſhewes not mercy, Jam. 2. 13. Whar 
ſhall become of ſubtraRion, and Rapine, P/al. 109. 11. Oh the madneſſe 
of men! that cannot be hired to hold their finger for one minute, in the 
weak flame of a farthing candle; knowing it fo intolerable : and yer for 
rifles, will plunge themſelves body and ſoul, into thoſe endleſſe and 
everlaſting flames of bell fire. 

If a King threarens a Malef actor to the Durgesm, to the Rach, to the wheel, 
his bones tremble, a terrible palſie runs through all his joyats: But 
let God threaren the unſufferable tortures of burning Tophethz we ſtand 
unmoved, undaunted. But be wot deceived, God is not mocked, Gal. 6. 7. 
And it is « fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God; who is 4 
conſuming fire, Heb. 12.29, 

rue, He that maketh gain, bliſſeth bimſelf, as the P/amift ſpeaks, Pſal. 
ny. Yea, it he can, (1 mean the cunning Mache tilian, whom the Devil 
and covetouſneſſe hath blinded) any way advantage himſelf, by another 
ruine ; and do it politickly: how will he hug himſelf, and applaud his 
own wiſdome ! Hab. 7. 13. to che end, But by his leave, he miſtakes the 
greateſt folly, for the greateſt wiſdome : For while he cozens other men 
of their Eſtates; Sin and Satan coxens him of his ſoul, ſee Job 20.19 
1 Tin. s. 8. 10. And woful gain iris, that comes with the ſoules loſſe. Anil 
how can we think thoſe men to have reaſonable ſoules, that eſteem mo- 
ney above themſelves ! Thar prefer a little baſe pelf; before God, 
their own ſalvation, 

Nor are there any ſuch fooles, a: theſe crafry knaves : Foras Auſtine 
ſpeaks ; If the Holy Ghoſt term that rich churl in the Goſpel a foot, that only 
laid up bis own Goods, Luk. 12. 18, 20. find out a name for him that cake 
away other mens 7 : 

Theſe things confideted, (viz.) the curſe of God here, beth upon i 
party, and his poſterity : andthe eternal wrath of God hereafter 3 tog 
B 2 dr 
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cher with the folly and madneſſe of preferring Earth, yea Hell, io Heaven; 
rime to eternity, the body before the ſoul 5 yea, the outwerd eſtate, betore 
either ſow! or body) exempt your ſelf out of the number of thoſe fooles, 
ns little Zachexs did: what you owe, pay it; if you bave wronged any 
man of ought, teſtore it; though you part with a great part of your Eſtate. 

Yes, admit you ſhall leave your ſelt a begger,do it: for (as you ſee) there 

is a neceffity of ir: Yea, there is wiſdom, and gain in it; for when all is 

done, bow 10 be ſavedis the beſt plot: And better it is to caſi your evil 
gotten Goods over. boord, then make ſhipwrack of Faith, and a good 

Conſcience, read Job 20. from verſ.g, The Merchant will caſt even his 

Bullen into the Sea, to ſave himſelf, And he that is troubled with an 
king tooth, nds it the beſt way co pluck ir quite out. 

Here I might ſhew you, bath from the Word, and a world of inflances, 
that reſtoring and giving rather then (inning, is the way to grow rich; I 
mean in pecuniary riches, ſce Prov. i 1. 26. & 28.27. Mark 10.29, 30. Mat. 

6.33. 2 Cor. 9. 6,9, 10, 11. 2 chron. 25.9. & 27.6. Peut. 7. 13. to 16. & 28.1, 
to 14, 2 King. 6 25. to chap. 7. verſ. 17. Pſal. 34.9, 10. & 37. 16, 28. & 112. 

3. & 37.3, 4,5. Luke 18.29, 30. Mark 4.24. Hag. 1. 2. Chapters, Mal. 3. 10, 

JI, 12, 

But I fear leaſt addition in this caſe, ſhould bring forth ſubſtraRion : 
Len, if this weary you nor, its well; for I may conjeRure, that time, and 
the deceitfulneſſe of riches have wroughtin you change, ſince we were 

— — Wherefore before I go any further, a queſtion would be 

Asked. 

Doth Covetouſneſſe reign in you ? Are you yer bewitcht with the love 
of money Is your heart riveted to the Earth? Are you already inſla- 
ved ro this fin? Do you make Gold your God 7 and Commodity the 
tern of your Conſcience. For if ſo, all labour bitherto is loſt 3 and all 
| char can more be ſaid, will be to no parpoſe : Vea, it is to no more end to 
' admoniſhy ou, then to knock at a deaf mans door, or a dead mans graves 
and thor for ſundry reaſons, 
Fd, Becauſe,as there is no colours ſocontraty, as white and black. No 
.elemengs ſo diſagrecing, as fire and water: ſo there is nothing ſo oppolite 
to grace, and converſion, as covetouſneſſe. And as nothing fo alienares 
a mans love from his vertuous Spouſe, as his inordioate affection, to a fil- 
chy ſtrumpet: ſo nothing docs ſo far ſeparate, and dimiuiſh a mans love 
to God, and heavenly things: as out inordinate affeRion to the World, 
and earthly chings. Yea, there is an abſolute contrariery, and ,impoſh- 
biliry between the love of God, and the love of Money: Te.caunat ſerve 
God and Riches, Luk. 16. 13. All choſe that doted upon Purchaſes, and 
Farmers, and Oaen; with one conſent, made light of it; when they were bid to 
be Lords Supper, Luk. 14. 16. to 21. The Gaderens, that ſo higblypriſed 
their Hogs : would not admit CLr;ſt within their borders, Luk. $.37- Juda 
dar, was corcrous and loved money, could not love his er: and 
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ſen forſook Paul, and his ſoul-ſaring Sermons, 2 Tim. 4. 10. 

If a mans affe ions be downward, his hope and inhericance cannot be 
above, And they that expect no life afrer chis, will make as much of this 


as can, 

Secondly, If a covetous man do repent, he muſt reſtore what he hath 
wrongfully gotten, which perhaps may amount to halt, or it may be three 
parts of his Eſtate at a clap : which co him is as hard, and harſh an in 
Rion,as that of God to Abrabam, Gen. 22. 2. Sacrifice thy Son, thine enely ou 
Iſaxc, Or as that of dur Savieurs to the young man, Luk. 18. 22. Sell all that 
ever thou haſt, and diſtribute unto the poor: And is there any hope of his 
yeelding ? No, Covetoufne{]e is idolatry, Epheſ. 5. 5. Col. 3. 5. 

And Gold is the covetous mans God: and will he part with his God, a 
certainty for an uncertainty ? No. A godly man, is content to be poor in 
ourward things, becauſe his purchaſe is all inward : bur nothing except 
the aſſurance of heavenly things, can make us willing ro part with earthly 
things. Neither can he contemn this life,that knowes not the other : and 
fo long as he keeps the weapon (evil gotten goods)in his wound, and reſolves 
not to pluch it out by reſtoring * how is ic pc ſſible he ſhould ever be cured 
Whence it is that we ſhall ſooner hear of an hundred Malefactort contriti- 
on at the Galowes ; then of one covetow Mizgs5 in his bed, To other fins, 
Satay remprs a man often: but covetoulneſſe is a fize,and recovery upon the 
purchaſe. Then he is ſure of him; as when a Faylor hath lockt up his Pri- 
ſoner ſafe in a Dungeon, he may po play. 

Thirdly, Covetous men, are blind to all dangers; deaf to all good in- 
ſtructions: they are beſotted with the love of money, 2s Birds are with their 
bane. Yea they reſolve againſt their ewn converſion: The Scribes and 
Phariſees who were covetous : ſhut their eyes, ſtopt their ears, and bayrocadoed 
their bearts againſt all our Sauiaay did, or ſaid. Lea, they [coft at bis prea- 
ching. And of all ſorts of finners,thar Chriſt preached unto : he was never 
ſeorned nor mockr bur by them; when he preached againſt Couetonſneſſe, 
Luk. 16. 14. And well may rich worldlings, (coffe at Cbriſis poor Miniſters : 
when they think themſelves as much wiſer,as they are richer. And com- 
nonly, the. cunning Polititien is wiſer then his Paſtor ; or indeed any of his 
plain dealing Neighbors ; by five hundred, if not by five rbouſand pounds. 
Theſe thing conſidered, no wonder that our Saviaur expreſly affirmerh, 
hat it is egſier for a Camel to gothrowgh the eye of a need{e, then ſor a rich man 
that is, a covetous rich — enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Luk. 18. 
25. and the Apeſtle, That no covetous men can look for any inheritance in the 
Kngdow of Glriſt; and of God, Bpheſ. 5. 5. 1 Cor-6.9, 10. 

Secondly; Hence it is, that in all the Word of Gad, we read vot of ane that 

covetous, but Hypocrites: as Labon and Nabal, and Judas, and the rich 

ow. and the Phariſees. For though Zacbeus (before he met with Chriſt 

nem nothing but to ſcrape : yer ſo ſoon as Chriſt had changed his heart, 

his mind was ſer upon reftoring, and giving, Tu. 19.8. which alſo was 

wiracle, like bis curing of him that was ch of the dead Palſie, Matth. 9.2. 
, to 
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0 7. And Chrift did ſome miracles which none of his Fpoſi{es were able 
to do, Matth. 17.16. . 

And indeed, it is a fin ſodamnable, and inconſiſtent with grace: that 
of all fins, the children of God have cleared themſelves fromCowetouſneſſe, hen 
they would approve their integrity before God and Mex. Thus did Sa- 
n,; 1 Sam. 12.3, and Feremiab, Chap. 15. 10. and Paul, Act. 20.33. and 
Fob, Chap. 3 1.24, 8. and Ag, Prov. 30. 8. and Devid, Plal. 4. 6, 7. and 
Solomen, 1 Ning. 3.5, 8. and Tuc bens, and in fine all that far God, 1 Cor, 
7.350,31, 32. Their cxpreſſions ate very remarkable: but I may not ſtand 
bo t 

| e find many a& of deception in the Saat: infirmity.in thoſe acts: 
Bur covetouſneſſe, that idol atrous ſin we find not. Once Noab was drunk 
wich wine, never drunk wich the d. Let was twice inceſtuous, never 
coverous, Peter denyed hi Maſter thrice'; it was not the love of the 
World, but rather the fear of che World that brought him to it: for he had 
the World, before he denyed his Maſter. Once David was over- 
. come withtheflcſh, never with the World. Grace may ſtand with ſome 
crandear acts of naughtineſſe, but never with covetouſneſſe: thoſe were 
»fts, avarice is an habite. 

Coverouſneſſe is flat idolatry, which makes it out of meaſure finfal, and 
more hainous then any other fin, as appears, cal. 3. q Epbeſ. 3. y Job 31.24, 
28, Jer. 23.5. 1 Tin. 6, 10. Fornication is a foul ſin; but nothing to 
this : chat pollutes the body, but covetouſneſſe deſileth the ſoul: and the 
Rur of other fins, Yea, ir is ſuch a ſordid, and damnable fin; that ir ovght 
not ance-t6 be named among Chriſtians, but wich dereſtarion, Eyheſ. 5.3. Not 
coverous perſons co be admitted into Chriſtian ſociety, 1 Cor. 5.17, 


| „From hemce ic is ; that the whole Bible, all the Sermons men 
hear; yea; che checks of their own con/ciences, and the mations of Gods 
Spirit, judgments, mercies, and whar elſe can be named, prove altogether 
esel. And that there is ſo ſmall a part of che world, ſcarce one of an 
—_ — — — Idol: — 
o coverous, om the leaſt, even unto the gre ruery one is 
tiv unte coveron/neſſe, and to deal fade Jer. 6. 13. & 8.10. (For I may ſpeak 
it with fear and crembling) where ſhall we find a juſt Cato, Nm. 13. 7 
Where can we meet with a ſincere fingle hearred Nathaniel, in whoſe ſpirit 
there is uo guile, Joh 1. 47. where with a Fob, an wright and julb max, Job 
x.1, Where with a Sexmel, chat can be acquirred by himſelf in private, 
ethers in publick, by God in both, 1 Saw. 12.3, where with Fun, chat cin 
ſay, I have coveted no mens ſil vo nor gold, Acts 20.33. & 24.16 i 
one that does umso all others, as be would bave others do wane bim, 23 out 
Saviewr requires, Mit. 7. i 2. Where is a N b, 1 Sam. 3. 16, 17. or in 
Eliezed, Gen. 15,2, to be heard of, thar is not troubled at, but en re joyet 
in cheir welfare; by whom themſelves are deprived of great honour, and 
Revenues, O chat I could be acquiinced with three ſuch men, 
And yer Fu}ice is the miftreſſe of all virtues ; and the erueſt rial of 
. * 2 
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man. For as the Tauch- Gold,ſo Gold tryes men: and there 
— or no danger of that Hel, Auch will not bite at a golden hook. 
Miniſter: r that their Sermons take no better; That among 
ſo many Arrowes, none ſhould hit the mark : but God tells us the reaſon, 
Exet. 33. They fit before thee, and hear thy words : but their heart goes aft 
their covetouſneſſe, verſ. 31, O this golden Devil, this Diana hath a world 
of worſhippers : For how to gain, is every mans dream from ſun to ſun, 
ſo long as they have one foot our of the graye. Yea, it deſtroyes mare 
ſoules, then all other fins put together, as the Apoſtie intimares, 1 Jin G. 
10. But were men ſo wiſe, as they think themſelyes : Tea, did they but 
truly Jove themſelves, and cover to be rich indeed, and not in conceic 
© onely : they would both know and believe, that better is 4 little with righ- 
ik geouſneſſe,then great Revenues without equity, Prov. 16.8, And (to omit all 
er hath been formerly ſaid) that ill gotten goods, lye upon the conſcience; 
he is raw meat upon a ſick ſtomack; which will never let a man be untill 
ad he bath caſt ic up again by reſtitution. That fin armes a man againſt him- 
K. ſelf ; and our peace ever ends with eur innocency : That guilt occaſions 
ne the conſcience, many a ſecret wring ; and gives the heart many a fore 
ef laſh. Or if Saas finds it advantagious, to lall us aſlcep for a time; 
when death befiegetb the body, be will not fail to beleaguer the ſoul : and 
nd then there will be are eaſe in a neſt of Hornets,then under the fling of ſuch 
4 a tormenting conſcience. And<erninly, did you know what a good con- 
wh ſcience, and the peace of God which paſſeth all — is ; you would 
be} ehiok ie more worth, then all he worlds wealth, mulciplyed as wany 
times, as there be ſaxds ox the Sea ſhore, that any thing, that every thing 
ot were too ſmall a price for ir. That things themſelves, are in the inviſible 
I, world : in the world viſible, but their ſhadowes onely. And that what- 
en ſoever wicked men enjoy, it is but as in à dream: that their plenty is bur 
like « Gp of pleaſure; a river of /or/ow,and diſpleaſure : and whar- 
ay Foever the godly feel, bur as « drop of miſuy, before « river of mercy n 
an glory. And laſtly, That hallow honeſty will prove more in the 
or then the profound quickſands of eraſt and policy. 
* Wherefore let your converſation be without covetonſneſſe , and be content 
with that you beve ( I mean remaining, after you have taichfully, and im- 
partially given to every man his own.) For God bath omi/ed, ne ver to 
leeve nor for ſake you, if you will relye upon him, in the uſe of lawtul meant 
onely, Heb, 13.5. And (with-which I will conclude,) bethinh your [elf 
now 1 beſeech you, rather then when it will be tas late; when the Draw- 
bridge is takn up, and when it mil vex every vein of your beart ; that. you 
bad no more cart of your ſon, 
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5 
The Arreignment of Covetouſneſs , and Ambition, in 
our great and greedy Cormerants. That retard and hinder 
Reformation, (all whoſe reaches, are at riches :] that make gold 
their god; and commodity the ſtern of their conſtiences : that hold 
every thing lawſul, it it be gainful : that prefer a little baſe 
pelf, before God; and their own ſatvarion : that 
being fatted with Gods Bleſſings ; do 
ſparn at his Precepts. 


T he ſecond Impreſſion much inlarged 
By R. Townge , Flotilegus. 
Imprimaiur , Thomas Gataker. 


CHAP. 13. 
N the former part I have ſhewn , how the Common-weelh hath been 
Tobbed, defrauded , and abuſed by Menopoliſts, Ingroſſers Lawyers, 
and all kindes of corrupt Officers : and how the Supream Magiſtrate, 
hath been the ſole cauſe of all. Whereby they have gullad and cheated 


the 21 without controule, or once be ing afhamed of it. I have likewiſe 
hat every of them in their ſeveral places ought to do or ſuffer, 
and be ſerved for their baſeneſs. Which was as much, as I could at firſs 
afford in forma pauperis. And now finding that it hath bin as acceptable to 
the honeſt and innotent, as diſtaſtſul to the galled and guilty ; (nor did 1 
erer expect by AA le to ſhame my horſe) I am willing at the 
ſame rate, to add the like ſcantling about corrupt Judges : and to hint 
a way, how this Nation may become more happy and flouriſbing then 
ever, The former Part conteined twelve Chapters, the thirteenth begins 
and goes on thus, 
Nor nent Fudges, and Officers be diſpens'd withall: but ſe- 
i according to Her ſeveral demerits; His Highneſs ſhould 
do well co ſerve them, as (ombyſes ſerved Siſamnes a corrupt Fudge: who 
auſed his stin to be flayed off, (though his very friend) and nailed over 
udg ement- Seat;fqx example to thoſe that ſhould ſucceed in his place, 
ad this would make others afraid, and that fear would keep them boneft. 
Which neither che Oath they rake, nor their conftiences will do. For every 
Judg eas he hach g conſcienceylo he if * judg uprightly, to take u 
R , 1 bribes 3 
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2 The arrejgument and evil ian of Covetenſneſs and 
bjibe dtr. O chat this conſcience . e che Judgement But wo in 
me, how often are the Laws altered, niſconſtrued, interpreted pro and cox; 
made as a Noſe of wax ; Cone 2 to day, bad to —— 4 yet ſtill 
the ſame caſeʒ His opinion hrm, yer ſentence 175 reverſed 
asthe Faden nets friends, bribed, 2 e ind edel 450 
the wicked hearts, and wide conſciences of ſome 7udges; as well as of 
Atturneys and Lawyers: Who like Burs hang together, and like And iron, 
hold up their Clients, till they burn each other to Aſhes, They receive 
warmth by theſe, theſe by chem rheis deſtruction. They are Bawas that 
live by other mens loſs : And become rich by making others poor ; whoſe 
feliciry is in bringing others to miſery, and making merchandixe of the poor. 
Theſe be Gowned Vultures, Fayyies, Devils in the ſhape of men. Theſe are 
far from being Peace-makers; to whom the Kingdom of Heaven is promiſed. 
And ſhould they not be all ſerved alike ? and in the ſame manner before 
ſpecified ? 
_ can his Highneſs,as I conceive(T mean when other affairs will give 
leave, if he ſecks the publich good, and not his own private gain: If he in- 
tends not by receiving gifts, to ſell his own liberty (which I do not in the 
leaſt fear: )for thoſe Governowrs that are plain-hearred themſelyes, are 
the bittereſt enemies to deceit in others,) do leſs then compel them 
to reſtore , what they have unjuſtly gotten. Like Conſtantine the 
great, who cauſed Proclamation to be made; that if there were a- 
ny, of what place, eſtate , or dignity whatſoever, Judges, Earls, Friends, 
ot Palatines; that had not dealt uprightly and juſtly , every man ſhould 
be freely admitted to appeal ro him; and _ roof they ſhould make 
ſatisfaction, and further ſuffer as the caſe deſerved. Yea, and I hope, ha- 
ving done this, he will diſcard them all;after the example of Alexander 
Severus, who in the beginning of his Reign, diſcharged al them that 
were known to be vicious perſons from their Offices, and forced them to 
make yeſtitution of all that they had taken bribes of, or defrauded ; and 
from thence · forth to live of their own _ labour. Nor would he ever 
keep in his court, any ill diſpoſed perſon ; or ſuffer any though never ſo 
net to him in blood, once found faulty, to eſcape unpuniſhed;as Lampri- 
dixs delivers it. And this is of great concernment, for, take away the wic- 
hed from the Ring, (or thoſe that govern in chief) and bis Throne ſhall be 
_ eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, Prov. 25. . whereas let them remain, they will 
bur prove like the C anaanites (not caſt out by the e God com- 
manded) who became by his juſt judgement, for their neglect a ſuare, and 
— wnto them; a whip on their ſides, and a thorn in their cyes, Judg.3, 
0 23.13. f 
1 And full well they deſerve it, for they ought to be indifFed , not onely 
for Bribery, but for Perjwry alſo. As moſt baby per jured they ate; for a- 
mong other things in their Oath , when they ae made Judges 1 _—_ 
ye | at 
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Ambition in onr great and greedy Cormorants. 3 
thar they ſhall take no brides, or gifts. Which Oath, if they had the like 
ul e to kee would cauſe them to imirate Sir Thomas Moore; who, when 

two great ſilver Flaggons were ſent him by a Knight, chat had a Suit de- 
0 ing in his Court ( gilded with the ſpecious pretence of gratui- 
) ſent them back again, filled wich his beſt Wine: ſaying, If your N- 
nr | litecb it, let bim ſend for more. And when his Lady at another time, 
r dffered him a great bribe, in behalf of a Suppliant, he turned away with 
b | theſe words; Geazle Eve, I will hene of your Apple. It will be long eneugh, 

c e're you hear the like of the ſe Cormorants 1 am ſpeaking of; whom 1 may 
OY liken to that Lord Chief Baron , who when one offered him fourſcore 
are Pieces, proteſting, That no living ſoul ſhould know it, anſwered; Make 
wv; i up an hundred, and then let all the Town know of it. 

Vea, this would alſo keepthem from ſuch vaſt eftates as uſually they 
ore leave behinde chem: We read of Sir Thomas Moore, that having been of 
che King: Counſel, and gone through many Offices, befides his Lord 
in- Chance llorſbi for almoſt rwenty yeers together : after his debrs were paid, 
be | be had not (his Chain excepted) left, the worth of an hundred pounds in 
are | @oveables; and his Land before his Mother · in- law died (who furvived 

him many yeers) did not amount to above fifry pounds per annum, Nor 


em - * 

was he ever a prodigal ſpender. 
«a r D PAP, I4, ; X 
4 Heſe being caſt out, prov ion weuld be made (if l may be worthy to 
1 adviſe) that none come in their places, bur ſuch as fear God, bare 


* covetauſneſs, love godbneſy, and deal uprightly. Alexander Severus, 
. | 4drian, and ocher Emperowrs of Rome, call to their Counſel, and 
1 putin places of Fudicature not their Favourites; but men learned, grave, 
a perienced, of good conſcience and known integrity. | 
| Avrelianu the Emperour, was ſo fearful of placing an unworthy man 
nd inthe Seat of Fulicature, that he never admitted any to the dignity of 
er | Senator, bur ſuch as none could juſtly except againſt, and then with che 
o | couſert of rhe whole Senate, | | 
tea chat chey may continue ſo , and diſcharge the truſt they are put 
In Highneſs may pleaſe to follow the exampfe of theſe enſuing preſi- 
dents: (I am bold, eugh much unworthy to adyize).Antiochus had that 
care,to have joſtice adminiſtred.thathe writ to all theCities in his Kingdom, 
chat they ſhould not cxecure any thing he commanded, if it were contrary 
8 i an, commanded the Lawyers to fear; 
they nor in an evil or unjuſt cauſe,” That Law, which wag 
made in nne James the Firſt, King of Scotland; did 
enjoyn all Connſellours and Advoc ates, before they pleaded any os ew 
tauſe;to take oath and ſwear,thar they th-ughtrhe Cauſe to be good they 
pleaded. Antorinus, never ſent any Pretorot other Officer of State, to ge- 
many Proviagce, but who were free from [4 « aud coverpuſneſs. Aud 


4 The arreigument and conviltion of Covetenſneſs and 
.withall cauſed them firſt , to give up an Inventory of their own proper 
.goods ; to the end, that when their charge was finiſhed , the increaſe of 
their wealth ſhould be conſidered: telling them, that he ſent them ro admi- 
niſter juſtice , and not by fraud to rob his people. The Emperour Valen- 
tinian , and Theodoſius; made all Judges, and Govenours of Provinces 
at their _—_ upon theircharg}, to ſ wear that they had not given, nor 
promiſed any thing to procure their places, And alſo that theywould take 
nothing, but their juſt fee: And. if it were proved that they had taken 
any thing (it being lawful for every man to accuſe them) they ſhould 
pay four times as much; beſides the infamy of their Perun. And laſtly, 
Moſes, (who is a preſident beyond. all exceprions ) charged the 
Iudges to hear all Contreverſies between their Brethren , and to judge righ- 
teouſiy between every man and bis Brother, and alſo the ſtranger that was 
with them, Further charging them, that they ſhould have uc reſpect of 
perſons in judgement ;, but hear the ſmall as well as the g reat , not fearing 
the fac.s of men, Yielding this as a reaſon, for the judgment is Gods, 
Dex3.1 16,17, Briefly, let not fin be connived at, but ſee that juſtice be ex- 
ecuted impartially; for good Laws without execution, are like che Pifture 
of George on borsback; with his hand alwayes 2 never ſtriking. Let no 
mans greatneſs protect him ʒ It is the impartial execution of noble Delin- 
quents, that vins credit to Government, And the want of it cuts the fin- 
news of any State. If there ſins have made them baſe, let there be no fa- 
your in the ir penalty: Or elſe the wickedneſs that is done by them, ſhal be 
reckoned unto you, the permitter, for yout own; for Governours make 
themſelves guilty of thoſe fins they puniſh not. So that ro be merciful ts 
offenders in this caſe; is to be unmerciful to your ſelf: yea, to the pany 
offending, and the whole Nation, as I could cafily demonſtrate, could! 
ſtand upon it. a 

The beſt friends to a State, are the impartial Miniſters ef judgement : 
Nor do the prayers of them that fir ſtill and do nothing: ſo much pacitic 
Gods wrath againſt us: as their juſt rerriburion , be the delinquent neyer 
Jo mighty, Obedience is better then ſacrifice, as Samuel told Saul, for ſpa- 
ring of King Agag. Vea, the Prophet compares that pity and mercie of his; 
to witcheraft and idolatry. And tells him that for his ſo doing, God had caſ 
bim off from being King, 1 Sam. 15. 22,23. So that the ſumme of all is, Let 
them th at fir 2 Helm diſcharge their parts; and all will ſoon be mend- 
ed: Let them that govern in chief be men of courage, fearing God, and ha- 


ting covetouſneſs , Exod. 18.21. A King by judgement , maintaineth the 


Conntrey : bnt a man receiving gifts, deſtroyeth it. Prou. 29.4. 
And now, bleſſed be God, his e hack leave and opportunity to 
redreſs all: let our earneſt and inceſſant prayers be, that he may well im- 
prove the ſame; t Got glory the Narzons good , and his own cternal 
renown and comfort: that ſo hi 


Government may be found like che reign 
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to your people; neither ler your ſervants domineer, and rule over them, as 
A 3 
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of godly Conflantine : who ſucceeding immediately Diocleſian, and orhe*® 
per ſecuting Emperowrs, was a notable nouriſhing Father unto the Church; 
under whoſe ſhadow the — dwelt, and proſpered a long time. And 
ſure I am, we have far more hope of compleating Reformation, both in 
urth and Common - wealth, then we had formerly; when the Delin- 
quents themſelves had all the power in their own hands, and when the 
.commonneſs of offenders, had benummed the ſenſe of offending, 

Now the way for his Highneſs to eſſect it, will be, not to im:rate our 
former Governours, who meaſured their right by their power; at. d that 
would therefore do injury, becauſe they could do it, Vea, if I may be fo 
bold, were they not Heads under which the whole body greancd ? and 
moſt of the members were ill affected. Did they nor make Heir greatneſs? 
a Supcyſcdeas to ſin, and a Protection againſt the arreſt of judgement ? 
Did they not think, that becauſe they were great on earth; they might be 
bold with heaven? Did they not make it lawful to prophane the Lords 
Day? and juſtle out Gods honour (which ſhould be more deer to Princes 
then their Crowns and lives) with their own ? and chink to bear off the 
judgements of God, by vertue of their bigh places ? Was not vice conn- 
tenauced, aud vertue diſcouraged ? until God reſiſted their pride, and 
made them to know; that be they never ſo great, even Kings, Monarchs, 
Emperours; though they are gods among men , and many made gods of 
them; yer they are but men with God : who is King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lads, P ſal. 8 2.6, 7. Revel. 19.16. And ſcarce ſo do the good eſteem them- 
ſelves; Conftantinus, Volent ini anus, and Thesdoſius three Emperours: cal- 
led themſelves Chriſts vaſſals: Such is the diſtance between him and the 
greateſt Pot entates on earth. CHAP. 15. 

77 be wiſe now O you moſt noble Protector, be inſtructed ye his 
honorable Counſellors : Serve the Lord with fear, you whom God hath 
fo highly honored, as to make you (togethe: with thrice noble Fair- 


ſax, never to be forgotten) the happy delrvcrer of yeur Countrey. Serve 


the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling, Pſvl.z, Seek the publick 
good, (and not your own private gain) as your place engageth you, For 
the chief Magiſtrate is a mixt perſon; the Phyſician of the Common- 
wealth, the Father of the Countrey, the Spouſe of the State: who was wont 
by a Ring toibe married unto the Realm at his Coronation, Make Epami- 
nond as your Prefident,whom all the riches of the world, could not with- 
draw from the leaſt duty to his Countrey, as A lian reports, Yea, love 


your Countrey as Zicha did, who wiſht that his skin might ſerve 


the kohemians in their wars; when his body could no longer do it, I- 
mitate AMordecay, who was great among the Jews , accepted among the 
multitude of big brethren, procured the wealth of bis people, and ſpake peace- 
aby to all bis ſeed, Efter 10.3. With good Nehemiah, be not chargeable 


bath 
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bath been the manner of former Governourr, Nehem. 5. 15. 
If ſome ſpecial occaſion requires (as occaſion enough there is) orne- 
cefſiry urges you to borrow : let it be of thoſe you have enriched, and done 
to; rather then of ſuch as have already ſuffered, as the mannet 
been, 

Be able with Samuel, to juſtific your ſelf before all the people, 1 Sam. ii. 
3,4. And with Moſes the ſame, Numb. 16.15. nor could any one of the 
people — of them in the leaſt, Watt ler bf — 5 — can 

acquitted by bimſelf in private, in public s, by God in both, For 
in all likelihood, re is — danger of that ſoul, — will not bite at « 
— And — 5 it is too — ang — for honour — 
tous. multirudes there are in theſe degenerate times , (wherein 
men generally worſhip the Golden Calf) that imitate — : who 
before he was elected to bear —— in the Common wealth, was little 
worth ; but when he had once ſwayed the place of ſuperiority , when he 
was baniſhed; his very moveables being praiſed , did amount to an hun- 
dred Talents. - ms | 
Receive no gifts, for whoſoever receiveth a benefit , ſeleth his own . 

erty, Beſides, it is Gods expreſs command, Thos ſhalt take no gift , fo 
the gift blindeth the wiſe , Exod. 23. 8B. and —_— the heart, Eccles.y q, 
In chooſing of Officers, Judges, & c. let God be conſulted, without whon 
Samuel himſelf , will rake ſeoes wrong before one right, 1 Sam. 16.6, to i; 
And how contraty Gods method, and that of mans is, may be ſeen, A; 
7. This Moſes, whom they forſook, ſaying ; Who made thee a Printe and 
Fudge; the ſame God ſent jor a Prince and a deliverer , by the hand of the 
Angel, which appeared to him in the Buſh, Verſe 35. Let all places be given, 
26d ſold: to the moſt deſerving, and nor to ſuch as will give moſt for 
„ viz, not to the covetous and ambitious : who make preferment 

their gad, and Mammon their Mediatour : who ſtudy more to be ad- 
vanced , then to be worthy of that advancement, The godly and oon- 
ſciencious can make no ſuch gain or profit of places and offices as othet 
do, chat buy them at high rates: they dare not rake bribes to make up 
cheit money again; Nor enrich themſelves , by making others poor: they 
will be ſo hoxoxrable, as they may ſtill be boneft, And in all reaſon, if 
man be not worthy of a place, why ſhould he have it 3 if deſerving, why 
"ould he buy that, which (in juſtice , piety and true policie) is due unto 


? 
Do not thinꝶ᷑ every one ſufficient, that thinks bimſelf ſo : yea, Ne fit, 
j ambit, Let hi _ * ſues. They th Libre \ be 
to. Let ſuch be preferred, not as would have places;but dach as place 
would bave. That think it better to be worthy of bonbur, chen to have ho- 
nour. I moſt adoure the humility, and grace of thoſe ; whoſe vertwes and 
went are viſble, whiles their perſons are obſturt : it is ſecrexly yy 
to ſhine unſeen. | - | 900d 
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. | Ambition is our great and greedy Cormorant!.. 7 
' Good men know Offices to be calling: and fo will not meddle with 
them, until they be called unto them. Ambitious and unworthy men are 
lik e Abſalom, who with a great deal of ſubtilty, inſinuated and incruded 
himſclf : pretending what great matters he would do, if he were made 
Judge in the Land, or deputed of the King ro hear Cauſes; when he intend- 
ed nothing leſs, 2 Sam.15. 2, to 7. Or like Pope Boniface,who meek-mind- 
ed man, would eat only a dry cruſt, until he had gain'd the Popedom. In 
the yacancies of the See of Rome, the Cardinals uſe to compoſe certain ca- 

pitularions, to reform the Papal Government: and with all ſware to per- 


form: if they ſhall be choſen to the Popedom : though ir appeares by all 


examples, chat every one ſweareth with a minde not to keep theay 
oath, in caſc he ſhall be Pope, 

Forwardaeſs argues diſponiſty, or inſufficiency : When Feſus perceived 
that they would come to take him, to make him a King + be with-drew bim- 
ſelf, and ned, Jobn 6,15, None in all Egypt, or Middian was com- 
parably ſo fir, for that Ambaſſage to. Pharaoh, as Moſet: which of the Iſrae- 
lites had been brought up a Courtier, a Scholar, an Iſraelite by blood, by e- 
ducation an Egyptian; learned, wiſe, valiant, experienced? Yer, who am I, 
ſayes he > The more fir any man is, for whatſoever vocation ; the leſſe he 
thinks himſelf, The un-worthy think ſtill, Who am I not? but modeſt 
beginnings give bopeſul proceedings and happy endings, 

With Moſes, Abraham and Fob relieve the oppreſſed, judge the father- 
lie, and defend the widow , when they cry unto you, and ſuch as are ready 
to periſh, but have none to help them, Break the jawes of the unrigbteous, 
and pluck the prey owt of bis 2 Geneſ. 14. 14, 15, 16. Job 29. 1a, to 18. 

C HAP. 16. 


GO demean your ſelf , that the good may love, and the wicked fear you, 


When Rome was in her great proſperity; uo ſervice was left unrewarded, 
nor crime unpuniſbed. And of the two, ſeem with Domitian, rather cruel in 
"puniſhing, chen diſſolute in ſparing offenders, It was a commendable, and 
—_— ſeverity in Selewcus : who rather then the Law ſhould be viola- 
ted, in favour of his ſons two eyes; would loſe one of — ora 
that godly Biſhop, who excommunicated Marcian his own fon , havi 
—— * 


We read that Solomons Tribunal was underpropt with Lions, to ſhew what 

mertle a Magiſtrate ſhould be made of, not that they ſhould be like Lions 

or Bears, as too often they are; as that wiſe Ning makes rhe reſemblance, 
"Pro,zÞ As a rearing Lion & an hungry Bear: ſo is a wiched Ruler over the 
people,v.15,16.And the Ay a Micah, chap. 3. They eat alſo the fleſh of 

om them; they break their bones, &c Verſes. 

But to ſhew chat they ſhould be of an undaunted courage, in difc of 

their places; though otherwiſe moſt meck. No man could have given 
provis-of his courage; then Moſes , he " Egyptian , — 
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8 T he arreignment and cinviction of Covetonſneſs and 

fronted Pharaoh in his own court, he beat the Midianite Shepherds , he 
fea red not the rrowpes of , he did look God in the face, amidft all 
the terrours of Sinai: and yet that Spirit which made and knew his 
heatt, ſayes, He was the mildeſt, and ＋ mas upon earth. Mildneſs and 
Fortitude, may wel lodge together in one breſt; to correct the miſ- con- 
ceirs of 43.0 men , who think none valiant , but thoſe that are ſierce 
and cruel, 

* Magiſtrates muſt not be cruel, ſubjects are their ſons ; and ſuch ſhould 

be their corrections, ſuch the proviſions of Governours as for their chil- 
dren : as the obedience and love of ſubjects ſhould be filial, Severity 
ſhould never be bur by compulſion, (briftianity abhors cruelty, and ra- 

ther wiſhes with that happy Queen; that it knew not how to write, then 
ſign a ſentence of condemnation, 

Do nothing of moment without counſel, for without it purpoſes are diſ. 

appointed : but in the multitude of Connſellours there is ſtedjaſtneſs , Pro- 

verbo 15. 12. and let them be ſuch Counſellonrs , as will cownſe! you for 
the peoples good, as well as yowr own, ſhould you be never ſounwilling to 
hear it, Refembiing Fonathan, who ſpake good of David to Saul his fa- 
ther: though he incurred the Kings diſpleaſure, and hazarded his own 
life, And as Saul thereupon, 2 unto the voce of Fonathan, and 
ſware, As the Lord liveth be ſhall not die + ſo Noble Prince,not only heare, 
bur follow ſuch counſel, if you will have the Land flouriſh , and your go- 
yerament eſtabliſhed 
Bur in no caſe bearken to Flalter ert, for they will perſwade great ones, 
that they are mere them men, that they may do what they liſt , and 
that they are accountable to none but God himſelf ; how deſtructive ſoe- 
— cy to their Countrey, Yea, Alexander's Flatterers , would per- 
fade him, that he was a God, Dionyſus his Paraſites would lick up his 
ſpittle, and boaſt that it was ſweeter then Nectar, or Ambroſia, It is well 
obſerved, that flattery and treachery are but two names of one vice; two 
"ſundry ſures of the ſame miſchief : for flattery is bug gilded tregſon, — 
ſon in an enamel d cup. It is an evil ore tame, not leſ dangerous and it had 
been better for many Princes not to have been, then to have been in their 
conceits, of a more divine mettle then other men; as they ſhall be (and 
not ſeldom) told. 

Nor are any fir, or worthy to be of your Counſel; bur ſuch as fear God: 
In vain ſhall. you hope that a carnal heart, can prefer the cate of his 
-ſouk, or the good of his Countrey ; to the care of bis own r and ho- 

vour, God to Cæſar. Hope of preferment, or fear of puniſhment, makes 
- them like Spaniels : which ever hunt that way, their Maſter looks, Or like 
-weathereochs, that will look which way ſoever the winde blowes, But your 
Highn*# hath long ſince learned of King Solomon, that as the Northwinde 
drtvech ewaythg rain, ſo daes ax angry coumenance the flattering tongs 
Prev. 25. ij. | ; | x But 
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Ambition in our great aud greedy Cormorants. 9 
- But becauſe jr is not eaſie to meer with ſuch Counſellours , as will al- 
wayes counſel you forthe common good, and according to their conſci- 
ences ; which occaſioned Dionyſiue the Tyrant, being retired to Athens, 
after he was deprived of his Kzngdom : to bewail the ſtate of Princes, e- 
ſpecially in chat men never fpake freely unto them, and the truth was e- 
ver hid, and concealed from them, And likewiſe Alphonſus King of Spain 
and Naples a good Prince, to bewail the caſe of Kings + for that they 
bearing with ot her mens ears, could ſeldem hear truth. And therefore he 
held it a great happineſs, that he might conſult with his Books, eſpecially 
the Bible; which he is reported to have read over fourteen times in courſe, 
r wich Lyra, and other mens netes upon the Text. And indeed. 
dead men are the beſt Counſellors: Books will ſpeak, when (Counſellors blanch, 
as the Lord Bacon hath well noted. Yea, Conſcience is alſo Gods Moni- 
tor to ſpeak to great menʒ when others either cannot, or dare not ſpeak, as 
Div ines well note; and therefore would be hearkened unto and obeyed. 
In the laſt place, as your Highneſi would have Chrift to maintain and 
continue , bleſs and proſper you in all your undertakings , as hitherto 


be hath, even ta the aſtoniſhment of all both friends and excmies : fo let 


it be your principal care, to maintain the purity of his worſhip , and the 
true Keligron ; together with a godly, able, orthodox Miniſtery: without 
which the former cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt. Yea, take away the Miniſtery,or 
their maintenance : and you pluck up Religion by the roots, as Satan, toge- 
ther with his iaſtruments (thoſe new-ſtart-up white Devils , chat have a 
long time made it the main of rheir — to plot and contrive their 
downfal , and indeed to extirpate the very Nurſeries of all Learning, 
chat ſo they may with Feroboam, make Prieſts of the loweſt of the people) 
know. Your Highneſs hath done God and his Church much ſervice many 
ways: but never more, nor more opportunely, then in this laſt,of hreakin 
their deep cꝰ devilliſh deſign about the Miniſtery,& their maintenance; — 
in fruſtrating their imaginary, but moſt miſchievous and malicious hopes, the 
which wil one day, add weight to your crown. That days work made many 
to tejoyce: but when with the news, this enſuing paſſage came into my 
minde;ir made me no leſs thaxkſul,then joyful.The which was this: Philop 
of Macedon beſieging Athens, ſent Legates to the City, conditioning with 
chem; that if they would deliver into his hands ten of their Oratourt, 
ſuch as he ſhould chuſe, whom he pretended to be the diſturbers of their 
. Common-wealth, he would raiſe his ſiege, and be at peace with them, But 
Demoſthenes ſmelt out his plot; and with the conſent of the Athenians, 
returned him this apological anſwer. The ies came to treat of a league 


. with the Shepherds; and told them thus: All the feud and diſcord beʒ y irt 


you and us, ariſeth from a certain generation of Nogs which you main- 
tain amongft you: Deliver us upthoſe Dogs, and we will be good friends 
with you, rt will we any wayes wreng you, The Dogs were deliver- 


* 
# 
- 


fo Thamm aud conviftion of Coevetaſueſt and 
ed up, the Peace was concluded, the Shepherds ſecure : but Oh the woful 
Maſfecrerhar was preſently made a the poor Lambs : they were all 
devoured, the Shepherds undone; and all rting with their Dogs, If the 
Autinoman and Anabapriſtical faction could once get the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ro hold their peace, or procure them to be muzzled by Authority, 
or to be delivered over to their wolviſh cruelty; wo were to our ſouls, 
Ear would then play Rex, Darkneſs triumph, Hell make play-day, 
Truth would languiſh, and all goodneſs fall flat to the earth. As little as 
men now regard them, they d then miſs themʒ and wiſk for them, and 
ay, is be that art” us in the Name of the Lord, 
| CHAP. 15. 
T may you comfortably do my Lord,and then making it your prin- 
'® cipal aime and end, (with Aſa, Hexehiah, Feboſhaphat, Fele Ze- 
phaniab, Conſtantine the Emperour,and King Edward the Sixth, tharnone 
ſuch for early holineſs) ro do that which is good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord, _ the good and welfare of the people, and in promoting Gods 
glory ana worſbip, 2 Chron,zo.1.ro the end of the Chapter, and 19. l. and 
14.2, co 8, 2 Kings 10. 26, 27, 28. fd. 23. 24. Zeph. 1. The God of peace 
all by with yon, and ſo crown your uudertakings with proſperous and 
appy ſucceſs : chat all your enemies together with Gog and Magog,ſhall 
never be able to do you hurt, Vea, do you but yield ro God, touching 
bis Commandements and God will fo yield to you, touching your petitions; 
that his dealing towards you, ſhall be to the aſtoniſhment of all the 
Wotld. For then as by his ſingular providence , he turned Achitophels 
wiſdome, Shimeis letz thoſe Princes conſpiracie, Dau 6. 12, 13. the ma- 
lice of Hamax, and the Arrians hatred and devilliſh induſtry; to the no 
fmallgood, honour and profit of David, Daniel, Mordecai, and Paph- 
untius : ſo the ſame God ſhall turn the moſt deep aud devilliſh plots and 
praRices of your worſt and greateſt enemies, to your great good, benefit, 
and advantage. 

Proceed therefore, thrice Noble Sir, until you have compleated a hap- 
5 in Church and Common-wealth, Many bigh Cedars, 
arid buge Mountains have bin thrown down, & removed to level the way; 
— Bubwarks and Fortifications built up, to ſhelter and defend the 

iends of Peace and Truth. It will be to your eternal praiſe and comfort; 
if you beth erect and finiſh the whole Fabrich. This is the way, and the 
only way to make you truly happy and comfortable; to make your ad- 
vancement a bleſſing to you, fand the Nations; and to eftabliſ your 
Power, and poſterity : when your conſcience ſhall be able to reftifie , that 
out of a publicke fone and for the love you bear ro Chriſt and his nen- 

bers; you can make your ſelf a ſervant unto all that your aid, ' 
Vhereas on the contrary, if you ſhall our of any private, or ſelf-ends, 
or inteteſtʒ neglect or hinder this work of the Lord, whereunto he 
0 neg Breat Re 
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hath called you: if you ſhould not bearken to the voice of the Lord your 
God, to do his Commandements : your greatneſs will yield your Highweſs + 
bur a lirtle ſolace, 

As what will all your Honour and Greatneſs do you good ? I need not 
tell you, how the ods that is between the high and low, rich and poer, in 
_ of true happineſs is ſuch; that the wiſe and good have never defi- 

dignity barely for ir ſelf ; but even ſought to ſhun, and avoid greut 


: Places; except it hath been more to do good, then to grow rich, or greats 


in them, 

| Good men that have clarified underſtandings ; have many ſolid and 
weighty reaſons, to diſſwade them from great Offices, and high places, 

rſt ( not to nominate what hath been already ſaid in the former divi- 

fion) in regard of the great cares , and paint, and fears, and dangers, 
which uſually they are des unto , and attended withall; and Ike - 
wiſe the peoples envy, malice, and evil ſpeating, deal they never ſo even 
ly and wprightly. We read that when Iſocrates was demanded, if he would 
be a King; his anſwer was he would not : and being asked wherefore, he 
faid, If I judge rightly, I cannot eſchew hatred, and evil ſpeaking on the 
dne fide; and again, it I judge wrong fully, I can no leſs eſcape it on the 
other: yea, I cannot eſchue the pain of etetnall damnation ; Wherefore 
it ſhall better content me, to remain as I am, Bur this of mens evil re- 
quiral, and hating them; is leaſt to be ſtood upon. 

For to ſpeak really and impartially , what is the Juſtice, che Fudge, 
yea, the King himſelf > bur a great ſervant to the Common-wealth : (as 
Stateſmen are wont to call them.) Yea, Antiochus thus told his fon De- 
metrize, that Kjagly rule, was but noble ſlavery, Whence good Q. Elixaberb, 
ſpake ir openly in the Parliament Houſe, : chat ſhe had rather be a Mat - 
maid then a Queen, were it not more for her Subjects ſake, then herown, 
Whence Ptolemy ſceing certain Fiſhers,ſporting themſelves upon the Sea- 
ſhore; wiſhed he were like on of them; adding moreover that Monarchies 
are full of cares, fears, miſtruſts, and diſguiſed miſerics, Which alſo Charls 
the Fourth and Fifth Emperors were vont to alledge, even deſiring to lead 
a private life, And Seleucus before them did the like ; adding, chat if he 
ſhould caſt his Crown into the high way, there would be none found, that 
would take it up, knowing the cares, charges and griefs, that ever did ac- 
— — it. And Pope Adrian ſaid, he conccived, no eſtate ſo miſerable, 
nor dangerous as his own : and that he never enjoyed a better, nor more 
packet rime; then when he was but a ſimple Mont. Trajan the Empe- 

z wrote unto the Senate of Nome, chat having now taſted the cares 
and pains which the Imperial State brought with it: he did a thouſand 
_ repent, chat ever he took k upon him. I have read alſo of another 

, — name hath ſlipe my memory) that long aſpiring to be 
pwr; he was not ſo forward formerly to have it ; as 2 


12 Thearrtigument and convittien of Covetu/utſt and 
- burchen, he was willing to caſt it off; even bemoaning himſelf, and com- 
plaining, how heavy and burthenſome he had found it. Demeſtbenes al- 
o, aftex a long Government at his pleaſure, in the Common-wealth (upon 
whar conſideration himſelf knew beſt, and Stateſmen may eaſily gueſs at) 
is reported to have confeſt to his friends, who came to vilit him: that if at 
the beginning, two wayes had been propoſed before him; the one leading 
ta che Tribunal of Authority, the other to his grave if he could by inſpi- 
tation have forcknown the evils, the terrouri, the calumnies, the envies, 
the contentions and the dangers, that men in ſuch places muſt accuſtoma- 
- rily meet wick, that he — much rather with alacrity, and cheerfulneſs; 
have poſted on to his Sepulcbre ; then to his greatneſs, And laſtly-, when 
ſome egged Diecleſsan forward, to re-enter agam into the Empire, he an- 
ſwered them: that having once eſcaped the Plague, he would no more 
drink Poyſox; and was contented to become a Gardiner, To conclude 
is reaſon, beſides all this a Prince is alwayes in great danger, and fear 
of his life by treaſon : eſpecially a good one, as the Life of Queen Eli- 
ctebeth may inform us, To omit many examples of the Kings of Iſrael 
and Judab; as being well known), as alſo a cloud of examples out of 
other Hiſtories : we read that in the Imperial Scat; in the ſpace of an 
hundred yeers (in vvhich vyere threeſcore Emperours ) there were bur 
three that died iu their beds by ſickneſs; all the reſt ſuffering violent deaths, 
So that how great and glorious ſocycr, they may ſeem to men of the 
World; they ate bur in a ſad condition, As ſuppoſe a man arrayed and 
apparclled in Tiſſue, or Cloth of gold; ſer in a Chair of State, having be- 
fore him a Table furniſhed, with all dainty delicates; his ſervants No- 
narchs and Princes; his riches the very choiceſt and chiefeſt treaſures and 
- Kingdoms of the Nord: but withall that there were one ſtanding by, 
. with a-naked ſword to cut his throatʒ or a wilde Beaſt, ready to pull him 
in pieces: we cannot otherwiſe ſay, but his condition is rather to be piticd 
chen enuied. Now it fares not ſo with other men, the mean Cottage of a 
Swain ſtands in more ſafery, then the Palace of a Prince, ; 
{ - Furthermore, the greateſt Princes cannot ſo clip the wings of proſperity 
or vittehʒ but ſhe may flie away before they dream of it. Kiches, honours, 
| — are ſoctanſitoryʒ that the ſame day hath ſeen the knee bowing 
to the bead, and again the head ſtooping and doing reverenee to the knee, 
Vea, as in faireſt weather, a ſtorm may ſuddenly ariſe : ſo ↄne houre may 
change the greateſt King , into the moſt miſerable captive , as every age 
-pives inſtance. For tuen are both more ſenſible of their preſent miſery, by 


_ "remembring their fo; mer happineſs 3 and alſo more tender and delicate, 
and ſa leſs able — ix, The memory of farmer happineſs, makes the 
pr=ſent miſery more deplorable, which like dead Beer, is never more di- 
ftaftfulchen after a Banquet of Sweet-meats, For Baja xet, to _ his 
-Straghe for a cage: fot Valerian, to become a feotſtog! to his pro 2 . 
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are calamities able to ſink a ſoul deep in ſorrow, Yea commonly, their 
change is not more ſudden , then it is doleſul. Who but Adrianus, Empe- 
oor of the Eaſt,for many yeers? but at length he was ſet upon a ſcebbed 
Camel, with a Cem of Onions plarted on his beadzand in great mockery, 
carried in triumph thorough the City, And the like of Polycrates Ning of 
the Samians, Dionyſius, Henry the Fourth that victorious Emperony,Geli- 
mer, that potent King of the Vandals, Adenibexec, and many others: 
of whom I might muſter up a multitude, And no fewer of them, whoſe 
lifo and happineſs have ended together, as it fared with Pharaoh, Herod, 
and Beſſbax xcr: who was — 5 a Feaſt merry, while on a ſudden 
death came like a Voider, to tate him away: with many the like, thou 
char one example of Haman and Mordecay might ſerve in ſtead of all; to 
ſhew that as men honour and obey God in their places: ſo God will blefs 
or curſe chem, We ſee how Haman,whoſe comand cre-while almoſt reach- 
ed to Heaven; was iuſtantly adjudged to the Gibbet: while Mordecay, who 
was condemned to the halter, was all of a ſudden made ſecond in the 
Ningdome. What ſtability is there then, in earthly greatn#fs? when he who 
in the morning, all knees bowed unto; as more then a man : now hangs 
up like a deſpiſed vermine , for a prey to the Ravens: and when he who 
this morning, wasdeftined to the Gallows , now rules over Princes, 

Eſter s and 7 Chapters, Bur 

CHAP, 18, 

Econdly, good men know, and well conſider ; thar the greateſt places, 
are ſub ject to the greateſt temptations :as the higheſt bo £ of a tree, are 
moſt ſub ject to be hatten wich the winde. That greateſt men have the 
greateſt 22 to draw them away, Riches , honowrs, pleaſures are ſuch 
thorns : that for the moſt part, they even choke the good ſeed of 
word, formerly ſowen in mens hearts, Maith.t3.22,They ate to Relig i, 
as is the Ivy to the ke; that even cars out the heart of ir, The pleaſurer 
of the body, are the very poyſons of the ſoul, And the more any man hath, 
e mote cauſc hc hath to pray: Lord, lead us not into temptation, No- 
thing fecds pride, nor keeps off repentance ſo much; as a proſperous con- 
dition, If I could be ſquncharitable, as to wiſh an enemies ſoul loſt; this 
were the onely way: let him live in the height of che worlds blagdiſh- 
ments, For temptations on the right hand, have commonly fo mach more 
ſtrength in them above the other; as the right hand hath above the leit. 
They are more perilous, becauſe they are more plauſible and gloriow. * 
Whence the Devil did not appear to Chrift in a terrible form z threaten- 
the calamities of earth, or torments of hell; but makes fair promiſes 
to him, of many Ringdomes and much glory. 
Neither God worſe ſervants upon earth, then are the ones 
of the earth. If adverſity hath ſlain bir thouſand, — Slack ſtain 
her ten thouſand, . Commonly, where is no wars, is much wexenedfſe : 


5 
and 


" 14 The arregnanntiand corvifienof Covetenſneſs and 
and as ve rich in temporals, we or in ſpiritualt. We uſe Gods 
bleflings — leboramt meſ, — hou — ſword : we turn 
them againſt their owner and giver; and fight againſt Heaven with that 
bealth, wealth, bonowr, friends, means, mercies ; that we received thence, 
and commonly ſo much the more proud, ſecure, wanton, ſcornſul, impeni- 
rent; by how much the more we are enriched, advanced, and bleſſed. Saul 
was little in bis mn eyes, before God made him great: but when he was 
made great, God was leſs cſteemed by him. Honour and Greatneſs will 
—— er a and make them Jook ſo big: as if the River 
ef their blogd could not be banked, within the channel of their veins, They 
Meni their dayes in wealth, therefore they ſay unto God, Depart from us; or 
awe defere not the news of thy wayes, And what is the Almighty that 
- ſerve bun ? Job 23.13, 14, 15. Yea, with the rich Glatton in 
the Goſpel, they ſcarce ever thiuk of Heaven, till they be in Hell. 

It is the miſcry of the poor, to be neglected of men: it is the miſery of 
the rich and grept men of the World to negle& their God, The poor, 
faith chriſt, recedve the Goſpel : Luke 7.22, But, the Kings of the earth, 
ſayes David, ſet themſetves, and the Rulers take counſel together ag ainſt the 
Lord, and * Anointed , ſaying, Let us break their bands aſunder, 
and caſt away their cords from us, Plal. 3.2, 3. All the life of Solomon 
was delicious, reſplendent, and contentful: and therefore we ſinde, that 
hedid even fink in the midſt ab po ad but David among ſo many 
publick and private calamities and diſaſters, kept his bead above water, 
and ſtood upright in his heart ro God. 

Proſperity , makes us drunk with the love of the world : but as Sleep 
compoſeth drunkenneſs,lo the croſs will brimg a man to bimſelf again. The 
jb King priſoner in Mortimers Hole, by his own confeſſion, learned 
Ne of chr, then in his Palace, he could all his life, 

Now hence it is, that Heaven is peopled with ſo few great ones. Not 
maxy mighty, not many noble are called, 1 Cor.1.26.yea, of twemy Kings of 
Iudeb, only fx were good : and of eighteen Kings of Iſrael, all but two 
are by the Hely Ghoſt for wicked. Nor is it for nothing, that 
dur Seuiexr ſays : It is eaſier for a Camel to 45 through the eye of a Needle, 
then for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Marth. 19.24. 
men have their portion in this iſe, Pſal. 13. 14. and receive their con- 
ſelation herr, Luke 6. 26. all here, nothing hereafter, But it is otherwiſe 
wich mean ones: He bath choſen the poor in this world, to be rich in faith, 
James 3,F, 1 Cox. 1.26, 7. The younger brother, ſhall not have all his 
Portion, left he run 1197. Few men can digeſt great felicity: therefore as 
— 


gave fox a reward to Plato Books ; but unto Ariſtippus money : ſo 


Gad gives wealth and bonou to thoſe whom he leaſt reſpocteth: bur unto 
his , he gives bis grace and — — ſnort of other things. 
A what ſayes the werkdling . 


| Wrſn, ehen hath what he likes 
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Hmbitian in our great and greedy Comer ants. 13 
ob that I were ſo rich, ſo great and honourable, Yea, with Nero's Mother, 
let them be damned, ſo they may be dubde they care not. But the wiſe 
cbriſtian as holding it better to be ranged with the Saints in Heaven, then 
ranked wich the K;ngs on Earth : Conſiders thus, the enjoyment of all 
outward things, might add to my content; but it would endanger my ſoul; 
and it were better for me to ſwim a River of boyling Rrimſtone, to live e- 
ternally happy: rather then dwell in a Paradiſe, to be damned after 
death, He conſiders, that God not ſeldom ſtrips the body of pleaſures, to 
| clothe the ſoul with Righteouſneſs : and oftentimes ſtrengthens our ſtate of 

grace, by impoveriſhing our temporal eſtate, becauſe commonly the mor 
proſperity, che leſt piety, | 

To all which may be added as a greater miſery, do great ones never ſo 
ill, they ſhall not be told of it; no, not by their Chaplains, Ob tho the 
Seer, ſayes Ama iah to Amos, go flee thou away into the Land of Judah; 
and there eat thy bread, and prophe ſie there: but propheſie no more in Be- 
thel, for it is the Kings chappel, and it is the Kings court, Amos 7. 13, 13. 
So that it is a wonder | if any great man be ſaved, ſayes Chryſoſtome, (al- 
ledged by Latimer before King Edward) becauſe there are ſo few, to tell 
— ad mon iſh them of their faults. Whence many have ſought by all 
means, to ſhun carthly dignities: left by gaining à place upon 2 

they ſhould loſe a better place in Heaven, as Millions have done: 
upon this conſideration; Iſocrates refuſed the offer of a Crown, and told 
em that motioned it: That he had rather live poorly, being aſſured of 
the bliſs of Heaven, as now he was; then by all wordly riches 
and ſplendour, to put the ſame in hazard, 
a CHAP. 19. 
Ur rhirdly, what good can their great wealth and honour do them, 
if other things concur not therewith > As let a man have all felici- 
ties heaped t er, which this World can afford , have he but one 
tooth out of tune, can yield him no caſe ; yea, a ſmaller matter may 
deprive them of all, as we ſee in Hamam who counted all his bonowrs 
and riches, the Kings and Queens favours, as nothing only for that 

Mordecai did not bow the knee to him, nor bonour him as Das, * Fſtber 

5.11,12,13. 

But to paſs theſe, and other the like, a little fckneſs will quickly thaw 
all theſe cold and fro xen comforts, Let but that day come (and come ir 
will ſooner then they look for it) and then rich craſſus cannot command 
bealth, or get himſelf a ſtomack. His Worſhip in all his pompe and Tau 
plenty, is Forbidden to eat, when in the mean time, all his houſhold are 
merry, and the pooreſt ſervant that he keeps, is in betrer caſe then he. 

It is not che embroidered ſlipper chat will drive away the painful Gem: 
nor the golden Diadem, the ctue l head - ach, nor the Diamond Ring, the 
angry whis-loaf, not the long Velvet Robe : the burning Fever, yea, oof 

| | pric 


is The arreignuent and convittion of Covetonſmeſs and 
prich of a thorn, or ſome paſſion of the minde : is able to deprive us of the 
leatures of the whole worlds Monarchy, What will all thoſe goodly 
of Majeſty, and other priviledges avail them?if a oy conſcience 
do but cbide them? Will not this make their Palaces Priſons, their gold 
chains golden fetters, their Crowns croſſes , and all their canhly honours 
bur burthens aud vexations > What were it to have a purple coat, and a 
polluted conſcience ? a gay gown and a ſich heart: a bed of gold or Ivory; 
and a diſeaſed minde : a full che, and an empty ſoul : a jair face, and 
foul affe tions : te gliſter in jewels, and be filthy in manners : to be in grace 
with men, and in diſgrace with God? 

Fourthly, However death will diſſolve them, and all their imaginary 
felicities into nothing: will cut thee wholly from them, and them from 
thee, And then as at a game at ( beſ, the higbeſt now upon Board , may 
—.— be loweſt under board : ſo it may fare with the greateſt of them 

e, and the like when they go hence. For although in the Theatre of this 
world, like Actors upon a Stage; the King, the Lord and the Clows have 
differing reſpect : yet after the play is done; it may be that he who was the 
Clows , is a better man, then the King, So it is with men after death. 
Nor will a poor Lazarus then, change places with a Rich Dives, nor an 
Ehab with Abab, Yea, then Nebuchadnexxar will wiſh that he had been 
Daniel, Hamas will with that he had been Mordecai, and Herod will 
wiſh that he had been Jobs Baptiſt, And therefore if men were wiſe in- 
deed, and loved themſelves as they think they are and do: they would 
not be. ſo greedy after great places, as after grace, and Gods fayour, 

Nor is honour and greatneſs in it ſelf a bleſſing}; or to be deſired. Ad- 
vancement is not ever a fign of love, either to the man or the place, Yea, 
oft times inſtead of a bleſſing , ir proves a judgement ; both to the party, 
and to the people, as in the caſe of Saul, 1 Sam. 8.9, &c. Yea, there are 
no men ſo mſereble,as thoſe that are great and evil. For as it is the manner 
of God, to caſt downthathe may vaiſe up; to abaſe that he may exalt, as 
in the caſes of Foſepb, Daniel, and Saint Paul: ſo contrarily, Stan raiſes 
up, that he may throw down, and intends nothing but our dejection, in our 

ad vancement, as in the caſes of Haman, Abſalom , and that Rich Fool in 
the Goſpel. 
| . Beſides, as the errours of eminent perſons , are eminent errours; and the 
more noble the perſon, the more notorious the corruption: ſo great offenders, 
ſhalf meet with great puniſhments, And as their fault is, according to the 
condition of their place; fo ſhall the nature and proportion of their re- 
tribution be: yea, and the more enjoyments they — had, or pleaſure 
they have lived in here; ſo much more ſball their torment and ſorrow be 
hereafter, Revel. 18.7. — 8 

Now theſe things being ſo, let them be but ſeriouſly conſidered, and 

then ſay, where in the great gain lies, that ſhould make men deſire great 
pane 
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Ambition in our great and greedy Cormor anin 17 
places ? except ir be to do good, and glorifie God in them, I cannot think 
of any thing therein, that will make men gainers. Bur loſe they are 
ſure to do; I mean of their peace and ſpiritual enjoyments. For in my 
— — there is nothing in the world worth enyy , ſave ot beſides the 
condirion of a true Chriſtian, and a retired life ſpent in ſtudy and contem- 
lation, | 
c Indeed, men are apr to think ir a brave thing , to be alwayes conver- 
ſari with great ones: bur ſure 1 am, the priviledges can never counter- 
yall rhe inconveniences, Whence Henry the Eighth profeſſed, that he knew 
none in his Kingdom ſo happy; as that Subject who never was ſo low , as 
to be a Conſtable, nor ſo high, as to be a Juſtice of the Peace; and the ſame 
was King James his judgement, And you know what that Heathen Mo- 
narch ſaid, Whom the whole world could not content: were I not Alexan- 
der, I would be Diogenes. What then will a godly conſciencious Chriſtian 
ſay? For the ſtate of and is Heaven upon earth e and he that knowes the 
ſweetneſs of Gods preſence, will deem it more tolerable to be ever alone, 
then never able to be ſo, And indeed, that ſoul can never enjoy God, or 
it ſelf, chat is not ſometimes retired, which is ſeldome the lot of men in 
high faces; which made Andcharſis, a Barbarian, (being led onely 
with the love of vertue) leave the Kingdome of Scythia, to his younger 
brother; beraking himſelf ro the ſtudy of wiſdom, and many others: but 
of this I have ſpoken enough upon another occafion , only I will add 4 
word touching a ſtudious 15 : which many (not for want of ignorance) 
take to be the moſt me lancholy life of all others, though a Scholar 
inder fach beneficial variety of joyes & delights therein, as any other cal- 
ling ſhall promiſe in vain, Yea, I dare ſay, this my very work (which 
jet requires {werring of the brain) is more ſweet to me, then moſt mens 
wages is to them, nor wete the profits and places inconſiderable; that 1 
have refuſed, the better to enjoy my ſelf and Books. The which I tell 
you, to draw on others to raſte of this Mama, who hitherto (like ſo many 
blinte Molcs) have placed all their feliciry & delight, to dig in the earth, & 
are fo eager to get, and heap up ſilver, chat they have no leaſute to think 
of their l : whom I the moſt pity, of any men alive, 
5 HAP. 20. 
tit liften to that( you miſerly Muckworms )of a ſtudious lifetwhich(if 
on have brains) will make your ſouls ſo long after the en joy ing irz 
as that you ſhall no longer like of your preſent employment; get you 
lever ſo much & grow you never ſo rich thereby. And that you may not take 
t to be my ſing le opinion, (as too much doting upon my own conceited 
happineſs)in characteſixing out the life of a Scholar, I will moſtly deliyer 
own minde , in the words of that Reverend Divine Doftor Hall. the 
ing ale of our Age, , 
- Ai 
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Alphonſus King of Arragon, ſo greatly loved learning, that he omitted 
not his hard ſtudies; in his moſt dangerous wars, And Pliny the ſecond, 
ſo inwardly affected it; that he held the time to be loſt , which was not 
ſpent in ſtudy, Nor can any one think ir ſtrange , that hath truly taſted 
the ſweetneſs of it. Yea, I can wonder at nothing more, then how a Scho- 
lar can be idle, or dumpiſh ? having the opportunity of ſo many improve- 
ments of reaſon, in ſuch vatiety of ſtudies : in ſuch importunity of brave 
thoughts. Other Ari ix ans do bur practiſe, a Scholar never ceaſes to leary, 
wherein alſo his choice is infinite, Other labowrs require recreation, our 
very labour recreates our ſports. We can never want either ſomewhart to do, 
or ſome what that we would do, How numberleſs are thoſe precious Vo- 
lumes, that are ever tempting us both to delight and profit? Who can be 
weary ? that findes ſuch wit in Poetry, ſuck profoundneſs in Philoſophie, 
ſuch acuteneſs in Mathematiques, ſuch wonder of events in Hiſtory, ſuch 
ſweer eloquence in Oratory , ſuch ſuper-natural light, and raviſhing de- 
light in Divinity, as ſo many rich metals, in their proper. Mines, Now, 
whom would not all this ravith with joy? After all cheſe, ler us but open 
our eyes, we cannor look beſide a leſſon in the univerſal Book of our Ma- 
ker : worth our ſtudy, and taking our, as what creature, hath not his mi- 
racle ? what event doth not challenge our obſervation ? And if weary of 
forreign employment, we liſt to look home into our ſelves : there we finde a 
world of thoughts, which ſer us on work anew, and not leſs proſitably. Or 
admit we could be cloyed with our own company, the dore of conference 
ſtands open; — rp interchange of diſcourſe, as will not more pleaſe, 
then heneßt us, and he is a mean companion, from whom we terurn not 
wiſer. 

But ſuppoſe we have not this opportunity always : what ingenious 
minde can be weary ? of talking with learned Authors, the moſt ſweet, 
harmieſs, and cha/geleſt companions, What an heaven lives a Scholar in? 
that being pent up in his voluntary priſon at once, in one cloſe room or 
caſe of walls: can daily converſe with all the glorious Martyrs and Fa- 
thert. That can ſingle out at pleaſure either ſententious Tertullian, or grave 
Cyprian, or reſolute Hierome, or flowing (H iſoſtome, or divine Ambroſe , or 
devout Bernard, or (ho alone is all theſe) heavenly Auguſtine: to talk 
with, and heare their wiſe and holy counſels, verdicts, reſolutions, yea, 
(ro riſe higher) with cou/tij Eſay,with learned Paul, wich all their fellow 
Prophets, Apoſtles ; yet more, like another Moſes, with God himſelf in 
them both. Let the World contemn us, while we have theſe delights ; 
we cannot envy them, we cannot wiſh our ſelves other then we are, 

Beſides, the way to all other contentments is troubleſome , the only re- 
compence is in the end, To delve in the Mines, to ſcorch in the fire for 

the getting, for the fining of gold, is a ſlaviſn toll, the comfort is inthe 
wedge; to the owners,not the labourers ; whereas our very ſearch of "x 
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ledge is de lightſome. Study it ſelſ is our life; from which we would not be 
barred for a World How much ſweeter then is the fruit of ſtudy? the con- 


. ſcience of knowledge ? in compariſon whereof the ſoul that hath once 


raſted ir, eaſily contemns all humane comforts, Wherefore ſpare not ye 
worldlings, to inſult over our palencſs , our needineſs , our neglect: ye 
could not be ſo jocund,if you were not ignor ãt. If you did not want know- 
ledge, you could not overlock him that hath ir. For me, 1 am ſo far from 
emularing yuu; that I profeſs, I had as lieve be a brute beaſt, as an igno- 
rant rich man. 

And fo taking leave of great ones , I return to the thouſands of 
ordinary Grip:rs and Oppreſſors ; that have d themſelves here and 
there zmongſt the mul! 3tude; as Cilpurſes in 1 crowae. Only it requires,that 
as I have largely ſpoken to Mrgiftrates and Goveornours;z ſhewing them 
what God requires at their hands: ſo 1 ſhould ſay ſomething to the people 
governed, in thewing what they ovght to do: of which a word , and but 
a word: becauſe © ſoreſee, that one Doſe of to untoethſome a truth, to 
ſuch as I ſhall eſpecially ſpeak; will be as 2»:!come as water into a Ship, and 
I love not to intrude.. CHAP, 21. 

Seldome heare any man ſpeak of Taxes or Governours; bur I perceive 
in them a kinde of enmity againſt both: which to me is not a little 
ſtrange, at leaſt it makes me ſuſpect, that they do not wiſcly conſider 

of things and circumſtances, Yea (if I ſhall ſpeak my conſcience, as it is 
informed from Gods #'0rd, and common reaſon) when | conſidet how mad 
many men are about what they pay to their Governours as parting with 
it like ſo much bloxd from their hearts: which makes them ſo far as they 
dare, flie in the face of Authority, and grumble out no leſs then treaſon 
thongh in ſuch a deformed ſilence, as itches raiſe their ſpivits which God 
takes as done to himſelf ; though they wanteyes to ſce it. It makes me 
conc lude, that they are more guided by the god of this rerld , then by 
rectiß ed reaſon, or the written ij ord, wirneſs thoſe many precepts and pro- 
bibitions, Exod. 22.28. Acts 23.5, Eccleſ.io. 20. Matth. 15. 4. Prov. 14.21, 
22, 1 Tim. 2.1, 1, 3. Jude 8, 9, to 17. 2 Pet. 2.9, 10, 1, 12,13,18. 1 Sam. to. 
24,27, Rom. 13.1, to 8. Titus 3.1. 1 Pet. 2.13, 14,15. which men ſhould 
do well to read and lay to heart, for I intend not to ſpeak much of the 
point, nor to anſwer a I thoſe Objections, that mien (blinded with preiu- 
dice) are over- forward to make. It is fufficient if I ſpeak enough, and that 
out of a deſire to do others good, I am content to forfeit my diſcretion, 
and hazard the loſs of my reputation, For I am not ignorant, how I ſhall, 
be cenſured,hated and calummiated for ſpeaking this, fo neceſſary and ſea- 
ſonable a truth Bur hear it, and let come on what will: ſo long as I have 
the word for my warrant, and the glory of God (the which we are bound 
to redeem with our lives) for my cnd. Certainly he that for the common 
good, is not willing to contribute according to his ability, re the publick 
B 2 charge, 
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arge, or that feignerh himſelf poor,.ro avoid a Tax or Seaſment» 
v.13,7. is worthy to be made as poor, as the ſumme of money he is 
allotted to pay, becauſe he grudgeth the State a part, by means of whom 
he enjoys all. For without Rulcrs and good Laws: none could ſay this 
is mine. Nor would cheapſide be ſafer then Salisbury Plain. We could 
not eat our own meat, nor ſleep in our beds, ner mect one another 
in the Congregation ; if cven mas might do what were good in bis 
own eyes. Judg.17.6, Yea, then, thou that art ſo unwilling to pay 
five ſpillings ; wouldeſt be glad to parr with all thy wealth», to ſave 
thy skin, and wouldeſtthou have it ſo ? If not confeſs , that Gover- 
yours are the light of our eyes, the breath of our noſtils : yea, under 
God (and to ſpeak it with reverence) even the life of our lives, And what 
man will not hazard a joynr, much more part with a little pelf to preſerve 
his be, and all elſe he docs enjoy? Nor are they followers of chriſt, that 
refuſe to pay unto Ceſar, that which is his due, Matth. 2 2.2 1. For if he 
by whom Kings reign, ſorbore not to pay tribute to an Heatben Prince, Mat- 
thew 17. 24, to 28. what power under Him can deny it unto thoſe that rule 
jar him, and the good ot his Church and People? 
Aman feeds the ſtomach , that it may nouriſh and preſerye his whole 
body : if he did nor, wliat ſhould he gain by it? but ſtarving, We read in 
the Fable, thatthe other members mutining againſt the belly complained; 
that all their induſtrious care and ſervice was for the good and ſatisfy in 
of the belly, where as it alone was idly, lazie,and quiet in the midſt , — 
did nothing at all ; whereupon they conſpired, that neither the eyes ſhould 
ſpy out, nor the feet ſetch in, nor the hands reach, nor the mouth receive, 
nor the tceth chew meat for it: but in pinzag it with huxger, they brought 
alſo themſelves into extream, and almoſt" irtecoverable conſumption; 
until they fell again to pertorm their ſeveral offices, A body can no more 
be preſerved without ſunems, then a Common-wealth without tribute, A 
common intereft challenges an wniverſal aid, Reaſon-would , that every 
man ſhould be burthened abeut the upholding of that, vvherein every 
man hath an intereſt”, that a publicꝶ charge, ſhould be defrayed by a pub- 
lick purſe : every man his ſhare according to his means, Many hands vvill 
make light work. Only there are ſome ſo haſe, ignorant, or envious ; that 
to ſpight and miſchief others; they will undo themſelves like Samſon, 
Judges i 6. 29, 30. or thoſe 1/raelites Judges 21,15, to24.0r him in the 
Fable; Men not worthy to live amongſt men: moſt unworthy to enjoy 
thoſe privile they do, in this happy though unthankful chriſtian 
Comman-weelth, 1 bleſs God, I never thought much to pay whatſoever l 
khayebgendemanded, all theſe twelve yeers paſt, but have enceedingly 
admired the goodneſs of God; that by parting with a part; the whole, or 
reſidue — recfereed, Whexeat if thoſe Royalliſts and Canaan 
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Ambition in aur great and greedy Corror ants- 2k 
might have had their wills: I ſhould have loſt all, yea, not a good man, 
ſtwuld have been the better for what ever he had; VVCre it the Inberitance 
of bis Anceſtors. 

Let none think that ſelf-intereſt, makes me partial: ſor ir is well known, 


. I neyer gained groat ſince the Parliament: nor did I ever perſonally act in 


the leaſt, either on the one ſide or the other. 

But this is not all, for they will murmur againſt, ard ſpeak evil of 
Cbriftiaz Magiſtrates, Vea, in their hearts curſe them (as Shimei did Da- 
vid) who are the Miniſters of God for our wealth : which is to come neer 
to God, whoſe Vicegerents they are, for the Magiſtrate is the Garment,in 
which God apparelleth bimſelf : And what does the Murmurer but wound 
Chriſt through the ſides of his Deputies. 

Where men command with Ged, we muſt obey men for God, and Godin 
men: when againſt him, the beſt obedience is to deny obcdience ; and to 
turn our backs upon Herod, Maith,z.12, Again, there is an active obedi- 
ence, and a paſſive ; I may not execute a Magiſtrates impious commands, 
I muſt ſuffer his unjuſt puniſhments, 

One may defire other Magiſtrates, but we muſt obey thoſe we haue: and 
haply it is more commendable to obey the wicked,then the good obſerving 
the former caution, And I wiſh men, (yea, Miniſters unleſs it be intheit 
preſence) would trouble themſelves leſs with the Magiſtrates duty, & look 
more to their own, However for private perſons to queſtion the lawfulneſs 
of that Government, under which they deſire protection is inſolent, ſtu- 
pid and intolerable, But ſure I am, when Moſes is praying, Feſbua lead- 
ing, Iſrael obeying, and God bleſſing and proſpering all, O happy are the 
people that be in ſuch a caſe, Pſal. 144.1 5. But if men cannot have their 
wills, to invade the Inheritance which the right heir keeps from them: Or 
ſuppoſe they be injuried, and may not have redreſs in that manner, and 
meaſure themſelves preſcribe ; preſently maledicunt Principibus , they 
murmur againſt the Magiſtrate.Yea,what can a Magiſtrate do acceptable 
to the good; but lewd men will mifinterprer it? Every — is ready to 
ſpeak partially, according to the intereſt he hath in the cauſe, or patient; 


or according to the wickedneſs that is in his own heart. 


CHAP. 23. 

Nd ſo they would do, had we the rareſt and uprighteſt Governowrs, 

A that ever the World could boaſt of. As what Magiſtrate can hope 
to be free from their malice and naurmurings : when Moſes himſelf 

could not eſcape the ſame, nor faithful Samuel, as obſerve how the Iſrae- 
lites dealt with Moſes ! They no ſooner want water to quench their thirſt, 
but they murmur againſt him; and ſay to his face, (being ready to ſtone” 
him) wherefore haſt thou brought us out of Egypt, to kill us, and our child- 
ren and caitel with thirſt? Exad. 17.3, 4. As it Moſes had been a Gad: yen 
Noc 


77; T he arresgument and convittion of Covetnſneſt and 

not long after, they gather themſelves together, and are agreed to caſt'off 
both him and his goverament, and why torſo2rh? What's the matter? (he 
never had done them the leaſt wrong)he ſtays a little longer with God in 
the Mount, then they ex p:&cd, Exod.; 1. 1. But fools — were, hovy 
could they finde out a better Governour ? among all their twelve Tribes? 
Had chey been asked this queſtion, it would have ſhewn them their folly, 
As Pacuvius at capua: when the people would have had their Magi- 
ſtrates maſſacred ; deſired them firſt to agree upon the election of new Of- 
fieers : then they nominated divert, but could agree upon none; where- 
upon the Maſſacre was delayed, and after forgot. 

We have too many ſuch fools, when the Duh: of Buckingham reigned 
© if he were taken away all would be well! when he was diſpatcht, and 
ſent to his long - home: they murmured as much, and no leſs complained of 
che ir oppreſſion under the King , Prelats, council- Cable, Star- chamber, 
NMigbh-commiſſion, and Court of Honour : now they are all removed, and 
God harh given us fince bectet Governours chen (I amfurc) we deſerved : 
they thought themſelves worſe then ever, Yea, they did not ſpate to curſe 
their Governos/s,and could have eaten their very hs, (as they gnawed 
rheir own tongues) for ſp ght. And how could better be expected from ſuch 
ſons of Belial ? 1 Sam. 19. 24,27, that have more rage then reaſon : For 
their words are but the l ght ffoth of an impotent anger: wherein they ac- 
cuſe others unrighicouſ 23 and profeſs their own. 


An end of the ſicond Part or Diviſion, 


